[OFFICIAL - SENSITIVE]


Op Venetic briefing pack
NCA
	NCA

	Arrests
	76

	Encros
	24

	Cash GBP
	£6,583,996

	Cash EUR
	€637,800

	Firearms
	7

	Explosives
	0

	Ammunition
	101

	Cocaine
	 173.5 kg

	Heroin
	25 kg

	Cannabis
	0

	Cannabis Cultivations
	0

	Ecstasy
	0

	Amphetamines
	0

	Other Synthetics
	0


	Drugs Labs/Factories
	0

	Prescription Medicines
	1,000,000


National Spokesperson: Director of Investigations, Nikki Holland
Additional spokespeople are available in all regions and devolved administrations. 

Case studies

Operation Slaty – A joint investigation involving the NCA, Police Scotland and the Metropolitan Police identified the manufacture of illegal drugs, on an industrial scale, form a premises operating in the Rochester area of Kent. The factory was raided by NCA/MPS officers on 12 June and 28m Etizolam tablets (also known as ‘street valium’) worth approximately £14m were recovered. A total of six people were arrested, significantly disrupting a major cross-border criminal network involved in the manufacture & distribution of Etizolam tablets in Scotland. These tablets cause significant public health issues in Scotland and are linked to substantial numbers of deaths every year.

Operation Subcision – An NCA investigation into a long established and resilient criminal group in the south east of England, suspected of involvement in large scale global drug importations and laundering of the proceeds of crime. Two individuals have been arrested, one being charged with conspiracy to import controlled drugs and remanded in custody. A number of searches have taken place, items seized are being assessed and the investigation is continuing. 

Operation Swayed - Jamie Rothwell was wanted by Greater Manchester Police for offences of conspiracy to murder dating back to 2015. He was arrested in Spain on 24 May on a European Arrest Warrant and brought back to the UK on 16th June by investigating officers from GMP where he appeared in court and was remanded into custody. He will next appear in court on 15th July 2020. 
Operation Rousemont – An operation by the joint NCA and MPS Organised Crime Partnership resulted in the arrest and charging of five people, and the recovery of £213,000 cash and 24.5 kilos of cocaine with a street value of approximately £2.4m in Gravesend, Kent in April. In a linked operation another £200,000 was seized in North London and another individual charged with money laundering.
Operation Rosetta – An NCA investigation into a significant crime group suspected of being involved in the supply of cocaine and known to use threats and violence. The enquiry identified a suspected cash counting house in the West Midlands which was raided by the NCA on 13 June. Four cash counting machines were recovered, alongside £1.6m in used banknotes. A further search of a car and house led to the recovery of 2 kilos of cocaine and another £56,000 cash. Two people have been arrested.

Operation Skibby - An investigation into the alleged importation and supply of class A drugs involving the NCA, Police Scotland and supported by Staffordshire Police. Officers from the joint Organised Crime Partnership (Scotland) searched a vehicle in Whitburn, West Lothian, on 22 June recovering around 15 kilos of cocaine. Further searches in Burton-on-Trent and Leicester led to the seizure of more cocaine and £10k cash. In total almost 40 kilos of cocaine have now been seized as part of this investigation, with two men charged (one in England, one in Scotland).
Operation Sylleptic - An NCA investigation into a group suspected of attempting to import cocaine from South America into the South of England on a cruise ship liner. In an operation supported by Border Force three people were arrested on 25 April in the Solent area, including a crew member of the cruise ship. Two others from the north of England were later arrested, one at the Channel Tunnel terminal in Kent as they attempted to leave the UK. All five have been charged and now await trial.

Operation Debating – An NCA investigation into an organised crime group in the Midlands responsible for large-scale cocaine importation to the UK from the Netherlands. NCA Officers arrested the suspected head of the OCG on the 23rd June 2020 following the seizure of 30 kilos of cocaine at an industrial premises in Dudley. The shipment was arranged under the name of false companies, as were three other importations of cocaine into the Midlands in April 2020. Another suspected member of the OCG, who is believed to have handled the distribution of the drugs and collection of cash, was also detained. Both individuals have been bailed under strict conditions.

Operation Surrounding – An NCA investigation into a convicted armed burglar from Walsall who was believed to still be in possession of a gun and involved in cocaine supply. NCA officers arrested the suspect on 15th June 2020 and recovered £5,000 in cash from his car. Upon searching his home, officers also found a significant number of what are believed to be counterfeit COVID-19 testing kits. The suspect was on licence in relation to the armed robbery offences and so has been recalled to prison.

Operation Librarius – An operation by the NCA , supported by West Midlands Police, resulted in the seizure of a fully automatic Skorpian Sub Machine Gun, a loaded magazine, and additional bullets, at a residential address in Yardley on 17th May 2020. A woman was subsequently arrested and charged with possession of a firearm. She has since been released on bail. The NCA began investigating the OCG suspected to be behind the supply of that weapon, and others to criminals in the West Midlands area. The man believed to be at the head of this OCG was arrested on suspicion of possessing a firearm and the supply of class A drugs by NCA officers, again supported by WMP, on 26th June 2020. £4,000 cash was seized at his home address. Subsequent searches of linked addresses led to the recovery of a further £90,000 in cash, what is believed to be a customer list and a small quantity of class A drugs.
Contact

NCA press office – 020 7979 5835

East Midlands Special Operations Unit (EMSOU)
	EMSOU

	Arrests
	29

	Encros
	12

	Cash GBP
	£2,191,200

	Cash EUR
	0

	Firearms
	0

	Explosives
	0

	Ammunition
	0

	Cocaine
	50.25 kg

	Heroin
	2 kg

	Cannabis
	0

	Cannabis Cultivations
	0

	Ecstasy
	0

	Amphetamines
	0

	Other Synthetics
	0

	Drug Labs/Factories
	0

	Prescription Medicines
	0


Spokesperson: Detective Chief Superintendent Dave Kirby, Head of EMSOU
Quote
Detective Chief Superintendent Dave Kirby heads up EMSOU, which includes the East Midlands’ ROCU. He said: “By using EncroChat, these criminals thought they could conduct their illegal enterprises beneath our radar. They thought we didn’t know what they were up to. What they didn’t know was that from the very means by which they were plotting their crimes, we were taking notes; and this has made for some compelling evidence.

“As the country was under lockdown, these criminals continued to traffic their illicit wares and inflict incredible harm to our communities. But as they continued to operate, so too did we. The intelligence garnered under Operation Venetic has not only informed some of our existing operations, but has also exposed the scale and reach of some of our most serious and organised criminals. 

“The results we have seen both in the region and across the country reflect some impressive talent and dedication, and a massive coordinated effort, not only to arrest suspected perpetrators and seize deadly drugs and weapons, but also in preventing and disrupting countless other crimes.

“I hope this work not only reassures our communities of the skills, capabilities and sheer dogged determination within policing and our partners to seek out and prosecute those who pose the most serious risks, but also acts as a warning to those who continue to inflict harm in our society, that there is nowhere to hide.”
Case studies
The most significant of the regional investigations involved two prominent gangs.

The first is believed to have operated out of Derbyshire, with links to London and Luton. Enforcement in all three areas in June led to the seizure of £1.4 million in bank notes, gold bullion worth more than £6,000 and 19 vehicles thought to have been purchased with criminal cash. Eleven people were arrested.

The second organised crime group (OCG) is thought to have had roots in Nottinghamshire, with reach into Liverpool, and a number of warrants in the county has led to the seizure of 7.5kg in cocaine and heroin, and £620,000 in cash. Five people were arrested, with information gained from the international inquiry helping to complete the investigation.

Contact

Gemma Berry  07811759802: gemma.berry@leicestershire.pnn.police.uk
Eastern Region Special Operations Unit (ERSOU)
	ERSOU

	Arrests
	46

	Encros
	19

	Cash GBP
	£2,491,000

	Cash EUR
	0

	Firearms
	9

	Explosives
	0

	Ammunition
	229

	Cocaine
	354 kg

	Heroin
	21 kg

	Cannabis
	0

	Cannabis Cultivations
	0

	Ecstasy
	0

	Amphetamine
	24.5 kg

	Other Synthetics
	0

	Drug Labs/Factories
	0

	Prescription Medicines
	0


Spokesperson: D/C/Supt. Simon Parkes
Quote
D/C/Supt. Simon Parkes, from ERSOU, said: “This is perhaps the most important law enforcement operation to take place in the Eastern region; the results are not just significant in terms of drugs, guns and cash seized, but also represent a huge step forward in disrupting the operations of criminal gangs in our communities.

“Until now, some criminals have been able to function below the radar using the Encrochat system. This gave them means of communicating between each other which they thought were safe. They thought they were evading law enforcement but this same technology is now being used directly against them. 

“The results across the east are testament to the dedication and relentless work of intelligence professionals and investigators from ERSOU and our police forces, who continue to work tirelessly to apprehend these dangerous individuals. I’d like to thank them for their extraordinary work over the last few months.”

“To those continuing to cause misery to others and be involved with serious and organised criminality: we have shown that we will find you, we will use all lawful means to capture the evidence against you and we will place you before the courts.”
Contact
Kieran Barry 07720 206 065: kieran.barry@ersou.pnn.police.uk
North East Region Special Operations Unit (NERSOU)
	NERSOU

	Arrests
	37

	Encros
	12

	Cash GBP
	£1,357,495

	Cash EUR
	€1,000

	Firearms
	9

	Explosives
	1

	Ammunition
	338

	Cocaine
	9 kg

	Heroin
	0

	Cannabis
	0

	Cannabis Cultivations
	3

	Ecstasy
	2 kg

	Amphetamine
	79 kg

	Other Synthetics
	0

	Drug Labs/Factories
	0

	Prescription Medicines
	0


Spokesperson: Detective Chief Superintendent Alastair Simpson
Quote

Detective Chief Superintendent Alastair Simpson, from NERSOU, said the operation has shown the far-reaching powers of police forces and law enforcement and warned anyone making money from serious and organised crime would be brought to justice and stripped of their assets sooner rather than later. 

He said: “Organised crime is anything which is planned, coordinated and conducted by brazen individuals who want nothing more than to turn a profit. This operation sends a clear message that we will do all we can to bring these people to justice and seize any assets achieved through criminal means. 

 “This has been a clear priority for us and the three police forces of Northumbria, Durham and Cleveland since we launched Operation Sentinel last January, our overarching dedicated initiative to target this type of activity.

 “Organised crime can devastate our communities and can often see the exploitation of children and vulnerable people. While it’s amazing to see such large recoveries of drugs and firearms – it’s important we continue our work so these groups are dismantled and can no longer operate.  

 “Community intelligence is vital to this and we hope this activity gives people the confidence to approach their local force with any information that can help us tackle serious and organised crime.”

Contact

Beth Baldwin: 07925037189: beth.baldwin.9624@northumbria.pnn.police.uk
North West Regional Organised Crime Unit (NWROCU)
	NWROCU

	Arrests
	93

	Encros
	28

	Cash GBP
	£3,653,000

	Cash EUR
	0

	Firearms
	10

	Explosives
	1

	Ammunition
	222

	Cocaine
	34 kg

	Heroin
	0.5

	Cannabis
	7.28 kg

	Cannabis Cultivations
	1 

	Ecstasy
	20 kg

	Amphetamine
	17 kg

	Other Synthetics
	0

	Drug Labs/Factories
	0

	Prescription Medicines
	0


Spokesperson: Assistant Chief Constable Chris Green
Quote

Assistant Chief Constable Chris Green from the North West Regional Organised Crime Unit said: “The North West Regional Organised Crime Unit (NWROCU), made up of officers and staff from all six North West forces, works constantly with, and alongside, our regional forces and the National Crime Agency (NCA) in targeting those causing the highest harm in communities across the region from organised crime.

The NWROCU’s mission is to protect our communities through targeting those who are involved in the distribution and supply of illegal drugs and the use of serious violence. When we talk about a whole system approach to tackling organised crime, today perfectly illustrates this. Across the North West we have been working flat out with our local forces and the NCA  to assess and interpret the intelligence and to identify opportunities to not only take enforcement action but also to safeguard and mitigate risks of serious violence. 

This activity has been mirrored right across the country and internationally we have been part of this joined up collective operation, with a multitude of forces, agencies and partners, working to identify those engaged in the most serious forms of criminality, gather the evidence and take action to dismantle the criminal networks and bring them to justice.”

Contact

Clare Boulton 0151 777 1498: clare.boulton@titan.pnn.police.uk
Assistant Chief Constable Ian Critchley, said: “Merseyside Police has always stood firm in its promise to tackle serious and organised crime and we have a proven track record in dealing with individuals who are responsible for the wholesale supply of illegal drugs both locally and across the country, as well as the use of violence, quite often involving gun and knife crime, to protect their business interests.

“In the last decade crime trends have changed significantly and we need to ensure that we move with the times so that we can effectively deal with those responsible for serious and organised crime on our streets.

“We have seen a trend amongst Merseyside criminals with the use of encrypted devices in a bid to evade detection, but the activity we have been involved with in recent weeks with the National Crime Agency and the North West Regional Organised Crime Unit and crime enforcement partners in Europe shows that nobody is infallible and we have the ability to come together and hit the criminals hard.

“Serious Organised Crime has a profound negative impact on our communities, whether it be through the drugs and violence that bring misery to our streets, the guns that can seriously injure or kill, cyber-crime which can infiltrate people's homes, or the exploitation of our vulnerable members of the community, particularly children involved in County Lines.

“As a result of this operation we have seen more than 30 people arrested for various offences including drugs and firearms supply and money laundering. More than £2m in cash has been recovered, along with 25 kilos of Class A drugs, 450 cannabis plants, 28 kilos of Class B drugs and 1.5 tonnes of mixing agents. And last night (Wednesday, 1 July) officers from our Firearms Investigation Team recovered three firearms (a Ruger 9mm handgun, a Beretta shotgun and a revolver) along with a quantity of ammunition from an unoccupied house in the Everton area of Liverpool.

“This is the biggest operation of its kind in the UK and today Merseyside, as well as other forces areas around the UK, is safer as a result of the activity that has taken place in recent weeks.

“Our message to those involved in serious and organised crime is clear and the activity taken during this operation show that there are no borders and working together at a local, regional, national and international level we are able to bring the full force of the law down on those people who are causing the most harm and fear in our communities.”

Contact 
Donna Dawber 01517778570: Donna.M.Dawber@merseyside.police.uk
South East Regional Organised Crime Unit (SEROCU)
	SEROCU

	Arrests
	45

	Encros
	37

	Cash GBP
	£3,129,900

	Cash EUR
	0

	Firearms
	2

	Explosives
	0

	Ammunition
	0

	Cocaine
	76.8 kg

	Heroin
	1.5 kg

	Cannabis
	8 kg

	Cannabis Cultivations
	0

	Ecstasy
	0

	Amphetamine
	0

	Other Synthetics
	5 kg

	Drug Labs/Factories
	0

	Prescription Medicines
	0


Spokesperson: ACC Pete O’Doherty, Regional Lead for Counter Terrorism and Organised Crime
Case studies

Detectives from the South East Regional Organised Crime Unit (SEROCU) Dark Web team conducted a series of drug warrants in London and Wokingham on Friday 19th June. Across five addresses, eight kilos of cocaine, approximately £100,000 in cash was seized along with 53 digital devices, a number of which were encrypted. Five men were arrested on suspicion of conspiracy to supply and concealing, disguising, converting and transferring criminal property offences. All the men have been released on police bail except one who was released under investigation.

Contact
Parmvir Singh (known as Sunny) 07917 552 078 Parmvir.Singh@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk  

South West Regional Organised Crime Unit (SWROCU)
	SWROCU

	Arrests
	31

	Encros
	10

	Cash GBP
	£790,000

	Cash EUR
	0

	Firearms
	2

	Explosives
	0

	Ammunition
	43

	Cocaine
	17 kg

	Heroin
	0

	Cannabis
	0

	Cannabis Cultivations
	0

	Ecstasy
	1 kg

	Amphetamines
	4 kg

	Other Synthetics
	1 kg 

	Drug Labs/Factories
	0

	Prescription Medicines
	0


Spokesperson: Head of the SW ROCU, Det Supt Tina Robinson
Quote

Head of the SW ROCU, Det Supt Tina Robinson, said: “These results are part of a phenomenal effort across law enforcement in the past few months, which has seen us take out organised criminals based in our area, as well as support the wider network to disrupt those that target our region.  And this work continues.

“Criminals using these devices, which have a kill code to enable them to be wiped remotely, thought they could communicate freely and securely.  Instead, they have provided evidence that will undoubtedly see them locked up for years and the wealth they’ve acquired stripped away.

“Intimidation and violence go hand in hand with serious and organised crime – that’s clear when you look at the weapons seized both here and across the country.  By collectively dismantling these groups, lives have been saved and communities across the region have been protected.”
Case studies

SW ROCU operation (Bath and Bristol) - In Bath and Bristol, nine people suspected of being involved in a conspiracy to supply wholesale amounts of class A drugs in the South West and launder hundreds of thousands of pounds were arrested.  Six suspected encrypted phones were seized from five of them, as well as a Glock handgun, conversion kit, silencer, ammunition, eight kilos of suspected cocaine, four kilos of suspected crystal MDMA, thousands of suspected ecstasy tablets, a hydraulic press, £100k cash and a number of high value vehicles.  A further £400k cash was also seized from a car that travelled from Bath to London.
SW ROCU operation (North Somerset and Bristol) - This investigation has seen three men arrested from Weston-super-Mare, Portishead and Shirehampton in Bristol on suspicion of money laundering and conspiracy to supply class A drugs, with £30k cash and a number of high value Rolex watches seized.
SW ROCU & Dorset Police - SW ROCU supported Dorset Police to take action against two organised crime groups under Operation Venetic.  
A series of warrants across Bournemouth led to 11 arrests for drugs and firearms offences, with £80,000 cash, around eight kilos of suspected class A drugs worth around £300k and a firearm seized.

In a separate operation, a man and woman from Dorset were stopped in their car in south London, arrested, and £80k cash seized from their vehicle.   A series of warrants in Bournemouth, Christchurch and London led to a large amount of suspected controlled drugs and further cash being found, with three men from London and one man from Dorset arrested.

Contact

Liz Drury 07889 657306: Liz.Drury@avonandsomerset.pnn.police.uk 
Metropolitan Police Service (MPS)
	MPS

	Arrests
	146

	Encros
	39

	Cash GBP
	£15,490,200

	Cash EUR
	0

	Firearms
	19

	Explosives
	0

	Ammunition
	802

	Cocaine
	538.5 kg

	Heroin
	47 kg

	Cannabis
	12 kg

	Cannabis Cultivations
	3

	Ecstasy
	0

	Amphetamine
	0

	Other Synthetics
	3

	Drug Labs/Factories
	0

	Prescription Medicines
	0


Spokesperson: Deputy Assistant Commissioner, Graham McNulty
Contact

Annabel Rusbridge-Thomas 07584 600684: Annabel.Rusbridge-Thomas@met.pnn.police.uk
West Midlands Regional Organised Crime Unit (WMROCU)
	WMROCU

	Arrests
	43

	Encros
	11

	Cash GBP
	£7,202,535

	Cash EUR
	0

	Firearms
	1

	Explosives
	0

	Ammunition
	5

	Cocaine
	233.25 kg

	Heroin
	0

	Cannabis
	2 kg

	Cannabis Cultivations
	0

	Ecstasy
	0

	Amphetamine
	0

	Other Synthetics
	0

	Drug Labs/Factories
	2

	Prescription Medicines
	0


Spokesperson: Chief Superintendent Richard Baker, Head of WMROCU
Quote

Head of WMROCU, Detective Chief Superintendent Richard Baker, said: “Thanks to the intelligence we received, we were able to dovetail with international activity and bring operations to a conclusion much quicker.

“We have seized considerable amounts of cash, drugs, firearms and other commodities that we know were destined for local, national and international distribution.

“We specifically focussed on those thought to be involved in the highest levels of organised crime across our region.

“This work has undoubtedly saved lives by taking guns and drugs off the streets and we know we have made a huge contribution to making our streets much safer from organised crime gangs.

“Although the tactic has now been made public this does not mean the operation has stopped. The wealth of intelligence we have received means that investigations will be continuing into organised crime groups regionally and there will be many more warrants, arrests and prosecutions over the coming months as a result of this.”

Contact

Press Office: 0121 626 5858
Yorkshire & Humber Regional Organised Crime Unit (YHROCU)
	YHROCU

	Arrests
	70

	Encros
	7

	Cash GBP
	£2,922,580

	Cash EUR
	0

	Firearms
	10

	Explosives
	0

	Ammunition
	4

	Cocaine
	108.5 kg

	Heroin
	10

	Cannabis
	0

	Cannabis Cultivations
	2

	Ecstasy
	0

	Amphetamine
	0

	Other Synthetics
	20 kg

	Drug Labs/Factories
	1

	Prescription Medicines
	0


Spokesperson: T/Assistant Chief Constable Osman Khan
Quote
Temporary Assistant Chief Constable Osman Khan of West Yorkshire Police with responsibility for the Yorkshire and the Humber Region, said: “This operation has been of an unprecedented scale and has landed a devastating blow to those involved in serious and organised crime across the Yorkshire and the Humber Region.

“Serious and organised crime can have a terrible impact on the local communities we serve – and nationally is estimated to cost the UK economy £billions every year.

“This shows people involved in this type of illegal activity that their actions will not be tolerated as the full force of UK law enforcement is against them.

“An incredible amount of work has gone into this operation from officers and staff and it was an excellent collaboration between different forces and other law enforcement partners.”

Case studies

Operation Replay-Mike - On 6th May 2020, officers stopped a motor vehicle travelling in Sheffield.  The 36-year-old driver was arrested and located in the vehicle was 2 suitcases that contained £1.1 million. His home address was searched and an additional £150,000, two counting machines and mobile phones were seized. He was charged with Money Laundering, Sec 327 POCA 2002 offences and remanded into custody. 

On 3rd June 2020, officers stopped a vehicle on the M1, Wakefield. The driver, a 23-year-old male was arrested and the vehicle was searched and £150,000 seized.


Execution of search warrants has recovered a further £20,000, four Rolex watches, 1 Chanel watch and two Breitling watches.


Operation Replay Mike have arrested 8 members of the organised crime group, which include three principal subjects, one significant subject and four peripheral subjects. The operation has recovered £1,420,000 in cash, class A controlled drugs and other evidence including an ENCROCHAT device, mobile phone, cash counting machines, drug scales and significant listed assets.

Contact 

Matt Woodward 07595 006124: Matthew.Woodward@westyorkshire.pnn.police.uk
Police Scotland
	Police Scotland

	Arrests
	59

	Encros
	56

	Cash GBP
	£5,447,390

	Cash EUR
	€1,352,610

	Firearms
	8

	Explosives
	2

	Ammunition
	97

	Cocaine
	200.55 kg

	Heroin
	33.9 kg

	Cannabis
	64 kg

	Cannabis Cultivations
	2

	Ecstasy
	0

	Amphetamines
	0

	Other Synthetics
	1 kg

	Drug Labs/Factories
	0

	Prescription Medicines
	330,000


Spokesperson: Assistant Chief Constable Angela McLaren
Assistant Chief Constable Angela McLaren said: “Police Scotland’s commitment to disrupting those involved in serious organised crime in Scotland is absolutely unwavering. 

“These intelligence-led proactive operations, which have been undertaken in partnership with the National Crime Agency and the UK’s Border Force, have resulted in some of the largest seizures made by the service.

“Keeping our communities safe and continuing to make the country a hostile environment for those who seek to cause misery through organised criminality remains a priority for Police Scotland. 

“This underlines our commitment to the country’s Serious Organised Crime Strategy through the Taskforce and our collective determination to target those involved in these nefarious activities and strike at the very centre of their illicit operations.”

Case studies
28th May 2020 - 65 kilos of cocaine was recovered from an HGV lorry at Hamilton Services. A 53-year-old man was arrested and charged in connection with the seizure and appeared at Hamilton Sheriff Court.

19th May 2020 - officers stopped a car and a van on the A74 near Ecclefechan and recovered 59 killos of cocaine as well as £750,000 in cash. Three men, aged 38, 41 and 56, have been arrested and charged and appeared at Dumfries Sheriff Court.

16th May 2020 - A 37-year-old man was arrested and charged after the car he was travelling in was stopped on Saturday, and 5 kilos of herbal cannabis worth around £50,000 was recovered.

11th May 2020 - Officers stopped a vehicle on the A74(M) near to Johnstonebridge and arrested a 29-year-old man after cannabis, with an estimated street value of around £100,000, was found in the vehicle. 

9th May 2020 - a vehicle was stopped on the A74(M) near to Moffat and officers recovered around £200,000 worth of drugs, believed to be cannabis. A 35-year-old man was arrested and charged.

23rd April 2020 - Cannabis, worth £80,000, was recovered after a vehicle was stopped on the A74 (M) near Lockerbie and a 27-year-old man has been reported to the Procurator Fiscal.

20th April 2020 - 40 kilos of cocaine was recovered after a van was stopped on the M74 near to Lesmahagow. Two men, aged 20 and 34 years, were arrested and charged.

Contact
David Hodgson 07721444761: david.hodgson@scotland.pnn.police.uk
Steve Smith steve.smith@scotland.pnn.police.uk
Tarian ROCU (Wales)
	TARIAN

	Arrests
	30

	Encros
	7

	Cash GBP
	£1,562,000

	Cash EUR
	0

	Firearms
	0

	Explosives
	0

	Ammunition
	0

	Cocaine
	31.75 kg

	Heroin
	9 kg

	Cannabis
	0

	Cannabis Cultivations
	0

	Ecstasy
	0

	Amphetamine
	0

	Other Synthetics
	0

	Drugs Labs/Factories
	0

	Prescription Medicines
	0


Spokesperson: Detective Superintendent Richard Williams, Head of Tarian
Case studies

27th May 2020 - A Citreon Belingo was stopped by police on the M4 in the South Wales force area and 15 kilos of class A drugs was recovered from within van being convoyed in to Wales. The driver, Lenci Gashi, 33, from London was subsequently arrested and charged with conspiracy to supply Class A drugs.  He has been remanded in custody.
16th June 2020  - A section 8 PACE warrants were executed at an address in the Splott area of Cardiff. As a result, Michael Laverick, 36, was arrested, charged with conspiracy to supply class A drugs and remanded in custody .

17th June 2020 - four search warrants were executed in the Cardiff area resulting in two arrests. Luke Mattan, 31, was later charged with conspiracy to supply class A drugs namely cocaine. He was remanded in custody on the 19th June 2020 and will appear before Cardiff Crown Court on the 17th July 2020. A 28 year-old man has been released under investigation

Also recovered during the searches was a large quantity of tablets which are still being analysed. 

2019 - An operation was launched targeting an Organised Crime Group (OCG) based the Porth area of the Rhondda Valley. The OCG was responsible for the supply of significant quantities of class A drugs controlled drugs, into and throughout the Rhondda area of South Wales. 

The controlled drugs were predominantly sourced from an OCG based in the Liverpool area. In May 2019 Neil Croston, a courier for the Liverpool OCG was observed in the Porth area having travelled from Liverpool to meet with Anthony. 

Following the meeting Croston was stopped by Police and two carrier bags found to contain £115,670 in cash was recovered. Neil Croston has since been convicted of conspiracy to supply class A drugs and sentenced to 15 years imprisonment.

During the course of the operation couriers Mark Dobbin and Paul Taylor were arrested after travelling to the Liverpool area, on their return they were found to be in possession of four kilos of Cocaine. 

Both have been convicted of possession with intent to supply class A controlled drugs and sentenced to six years imprisonment each. A lock up premises was identified where Dobbin and Taylor cut up the drug for onward supply. 

Two further members of the OCG controlled by Anthony, Shaun Baker and Tasleem Mohammed  arrested in January 2020 having been found inside a property in the Porth area in possession of one kilo of cocaine which they were in the process of cooking in to crack cocaine. Both have pleaded guilty to possession with intent to supply class A controlled drugs and production of crack and are due to be sentenced on 3rd July 2020. 

A detailed ledger recovered indicates that in the six months prior to seizure of the ledger - in excess of 66 kilos of drugs has been supplied to the Porth based OCG and £2,189,945 in cash has been collected. The street value has been estimated as between £4.9 Million and £6.6 Million.

On 18th June, a warrant was executed at an address in Porth and Craig Anthony was arrested and charged with conspiracy to supply class A drugs.  He has been remanded in custody and is scheduled to appear before Cardiff Crown Court on 17th July 2020.

Contact
Rhodri Kendall 01656 761833: rhodri.kendall@south-wales.police.uk
Police Service of Northern Ireland (PSNI)
	PSNI

	Arrests
	5

	Encros
	15

	Cash GBP
	£361,650

	Cash EUR
	€1,065

	Firearms
	0

	Explosives
	0

	Ammunition
	0

	Cocaine
	0.055 kg

	Heroin
	0

	Cannabis
	2.5 kg

	Cannabis Cultivations
	0

	Ecstasy
	0

	Amphetamine
	0

	Other Synthetics
	0

	Drug Labs/Factories
	0

	Prescription Medicines
	0


Spokesperson: Assistant Chief Constable Barbara Gray
Quote
Assistant Chief Constable Barbara Gray, of the Police Service of Northern Ireland, said: “Op Venetic is a significant investigation into serious and organised criminality in collaboration with law enforcement partners across Europe and internationally.

“Over recent weeks we have carried out over 22 searches across Northern Ireland leading to the seizure of 15 Encro phones, over £360,000 cash, over 2.5Kg Cannabis, personal use Cocaine, 3 high value vehicles and numerous pieces of documentation, laptops, jewellery and  designer handbags.

“This is an example of excellent partnership working between the Police Service of Northern Ireland, the National Crime Agency and HM Revenue and Customs in Northern Ireland to disrupt the activities of some of the most dangerous and sophisticated criminals involved in serious and organised crime in our communities. The operation is ongoing and there will be further searches and arrests.”
Case study

One of Police Service of Northern Ireland’s operations during this investigation into a significant criminal group in Northern Ireland led to the arrest of man who is suspected of having international criminal links in relation to the large scale global importation of Class A and B drugs. A number of encrypted phones and standard phones were seized along with cash and drugs. He was arrested on suspicion of a number of offences and faces a number of charges including  conspiracy to murder, conspiracy to transfer criminal property and being concerned in the supply of drugs.

Contact 

Victoria Sloss 07766748951: victoria.sloss@psni.pnn.police.uk
	ORGANISED CRIME PARTNERSHIP LONDON (NCA & MET )

	Arrests
	28

	Encros
	13

	Cash GBP
	£837,500

	Cash EUR
	€0

	Firearms
	0

	Explosives
	0

	Ammunition
	0

	Cocaine
	44.5 kg

	Heroin
	0

	Cannabis
	1 kg

	Cannabis Cultivations
	0

	Ecstasy
	31 kg

	Amphetamine
	0

	Other Synthetics
	0

	Drug Labs/Factories
	1

	Prescription Medicines
	28,000,000


	ORGANISED CRIME PARTNERSHIP SCOTLAND (NCA & Police Scotland)

	Arrests
	3

	Encros
	2

	Cash GBP
	£724,650

	Cash EUR
	0

	Firearms
	0

	Explosives
	0

	Ammunition
	0

	Cocaine
	33.5 kg

	Heroin
	0

	Cannabis
	0

	Cannabis Cultivations
	0

	Ecstasy
	0

	Amphetamine
	0

	Other Synthetics
	0

	Drug Labs/Factories
	0

	Prescription Medicines
	0


HM Revenue & Customs (HMRC)
	HMRC

	Arrests
	5

	Encros
	11

	Cash GBP
	£15,000

	Cash EUR
	€250,000

	Firearms
	0

	Explosives
	0

	Ammunition
	0

	Cocaine
	0

	Heroin
	0

	Cannabis
	0

	Cannabis Cultivations
	0

	Ecstasy
	0

	Amphetamine
	0

	Other Synthetics
	0

	Drug Labs/Factories
	0

	Prescription Medicines
	0


Spokesperson: Richard Las, Acting Director, Fraud Investigation Service, HMRC
Quote

Richard Las, Acting Director, Fraud Investigation Service, HMRC, said:

“This was the largest and most significant law enforcement operation ever mounted in the UK in the fight against serious organised criminals. We are proud to have played a role in its success.

“This work is testament to the determination and professionalism of our teams and we will continue to work tirelessly with our UK and international partners to bring criminals to justice.

“Organised crime brings misery and harm to communities and businesses, and costs the UK millions of pounds which should be spent on vital public services 

“We are determined to cut off the funds that are the lifeblood of serious crime in the UK and since 2010, our criminal tax fraud investigations have prevented the loss of £18.9 billion resulting in more than 6,300 convictions. 

“Anyone with information about tax crime should report it to HMRC online, or call our Fraud Hotline on 0800 788 887.”
Contact

Nick McCarthy 07741 615 634: nick.mccarthy@hmrc.gov.uk
