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Policy Area Conservatives 
 
Read the Manifesto 

Labour  
 
Read the Manifesto 

Reform (due on 
17/06/24) 
Read the pre-
election statement 

Liberal Democrat  
 
Read the Manifesto 

Green  
 
Read the Manifesto 

Plaid Cymru 
 
Read the Manifesto 

Police 
Numbers 

• Recruit 8000 more 
full-time, fully 
warranted police 
officers to ensure 
a new police officer 
for every 
neighbourhood.  

• Introduce a new 
Neighbourhood 
Policing Guarantee, 
restoring patrols to 
our town centres by 
recruiting thousands 
of new police officers, 
police and 
community support 
officers, and special 
constables. 

• Roll out a direct 
entry scheme for 
detectives to boost 
investigation skills.  

• Recruit 40,000 
officers over one 
parliament.  

• Phase out 
PCSOs, retrain 
as many as 
possible as 
warranted 
officers. 

• Address staffing 
shortages in 
police forces by 
urgently drawing 
up a national 
recruitment, 
training and 
retention strategy 
to tackle the 
shortage of 
detectives. 

  

Workforce • Restore public 
trust in policing 
by licensing police 
officers for 
specialist roles, 
using the same 
model as firearms 
officers.  

• Legislate to ensure 
officers are 
appropriately 
vetting during 
their service and 
those who fail can 
be sacked.  

• The new recruits will 
be paid for by 
tackling waste 
through a new 
Police Efficiency 
and Collaboration 
programme for 
England and Wales. 
The programme will 
set nation-wide 
standards for 
procurement and 
establish shared 
services and 
specialist functions to 
drive down costs. 

• Reform The 
Independent 
Office of Police 
Conduct (IOPC) 
so that the police 
complaints 
system works for 
the law abiding 
public.” 

• Requiring all 
police forces to 
adopt ambitious 
targets for 
improving the 
diversity of their 
workforce. 

• Introducing the 
Hillsborough 
Law: a statutory 
duty of candour on 
police officers and 
all public officials, 
as set out in 
chapter 20.  

• Seek to restore 
trust and 
confidence in the 
police 

• Support legislation 
at Westminster 
which will require 
police officers to 
declare 
memberships of 
clubs, societies 
and organisations 
to ensure that 
relationships 
outside of the 
workplace are 
transparent and 
above board. 

https://public.conservatives.com/static/documents/GE2024/Conservative-Manifesto-GE2024.pdf
https://labour.org.uk/change/
https://www.reformparty.uk/policing
https://www.reformparty.uk/policing
https://www.libdems.org.uk/manifesto
https://greenparty.org.uk/about/our-manifesto/
https://www.partyof.wales/manifesto
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• Work with national 
policing bodies and 
police staff to 
standardise 
approaches to 
procurement, IT, 
professional 
standards and 
training. 

• Introduce mandatory 
professional 
standards on 
vetting, checks and 
misconduct for 
individual officers; 
and stronger training 
on racism and 
violence against 
women and girls.  

• Introduce a 
‘Hillsborough Law’ 
which will place a 
legal duty of candour 
on public servants 
and authorities.  

Training    De-Politicise the 
College of Policing. 
Instead, prioritise 
crime prevention, 
discipline, public 
service and high 
standards of 
strength and fitness.  
 

• Improve the police 
response to 
mental ill-health 
by supporting the 
police to achieve 
adequate levels of 
training gin mental 
health response.  

 • Following the 
recommendation of 
the Suzy Lamplugh 
Trust that there are 
specialist stalking 
training 
requirements for 
all professionals 
dealing with 
stalking cases, 
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Replace degree-
standard entry with 
an entrance exam. 
Require officers to 
complete a 2-year 
probationary period. 
 
New Police 
Leadership & 
Recruitment 
Regime, with a 
strong preference for 
ex-military officers 
and personnel. 

and a unified 
recording system to 
be used by the 
Police, the CPS, the 
Home Office, 
Ministry of Justice 
and National 
Probation Service 
to follow the journey 
of a victim of 
stalking through the 
criminal justice 
system. 
 

Governance  • Give HMICFRS new 
powers to intervene 
with failing forces. 

 

• Scrap or reform 
police and crime 
commissioners. 

• “Scrapping 
Police and Crime 
Commissioners 
and replacing 
them with local 
Police Boards 
made up of 
councillors and 
representatives 
from relevant local 
groups, while 
investing the 
savings in frontline 
policing. 

 

 • Review the 
operation of 
criminal justice 
governance in 
Wales, and remove 
the role of elected 
Police and Crime 
Commissioners. 

• Create a Minister 
of Justice in the 
Welsh 
Government, who 
would be 
responsible to the 
people of Wales, 
not Westminster. 

• Create a Victims 
Commissioner for 
Wales, who would 
be able to represent 
victims of crime and 
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stand up for their 
rights so that they 
are not forgotten or 
ignored by decision 
makers. 

ASB • Cut anti-social 
behaviour in town 
centres by rolling 
out Hotspot 
Policing, expanding 
community 
payback and 
legislating to evict 
social tenants who 
repeatedly disrupt 
their neighbours.  

• Fund every police 
force to roll out 
Hotspot Policing 
which has cut anti-
social behaviour by 
up to 50% in some 
areas.  

• Introduce new 
protections for 
victims of crime and 
persistent antisocial 
behaviour, by 
increasing the 
powers of the 
Victims’ 
Commissioner, 

• Ensure that 
police return to 
the beat and use 
better technology 
to stop wasting 
time on 
paperwork. 
Visible policing 
stops crime 
before it starts. 
Allow PCSOs to 
become police 
officers before 
the role is 
phased out. 

   

Tactics and 
Tech 

• Back the police, by 
giving officers 
new powers and 
tools to catch 
criminals, 
including 
technology like 
facial recognition 
and powers to 
seize knives and 
track down stolen 
property.  

• Ensure the service is 
organised so as to 
enable investment 
in specialist 
capabilities, such as 
digital forensics, and 
to more effectively 
tackle cross-border 
issues such as 
serious organised 
crime.  

• Use better 
technology to 
stop wasting 
time on 
paperwork. 

• New Online 
Crime Agency. 

• Implementing a 
new data 
strategy across 
the criminal justice 
system to ensure 
that capacity 
meets demand, 
and to understand 
the needs of all 
users, especially 

• Scrap the 
Prevent 
programme and 
tackle hate crime, 
misogyny, 
Islamophobia and 
antisemitism 

• Ensure that laws 
relating to sexual 
images are always 
based on consent 
rather than intent. 

• Focus on reducing 
crime through 
identifying the 
underlying 
reasons why 
women are 
involved in 
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• Ensure justice for 
rape victims, with a 
new investigatory 
model for rape for 
police forces and 
pre-recorded cross-
examination for 
victims in all Crown 
courts.  

• Specialist rape and 
sexual offences 
teams in every 
police force.  

• Introduce new 
Respect Orders – to 
ban persistent adult 
offenders from town 
centres. 

• Create a new 
specific offence for 
assaults on 
shopworkers.  

• Every young person 
caught in 
possession of a 
knife will be 
referred to a Youth 
Offending Team. 

• Ban ninja swords, 
lethal zombie-style 
blades and 
machetes.  

• Create a new Young 
Futures Programme 
to intervene earlier to 
stop young people 
being drawn into 
crime.  

• Local prevention 
partnerships will 
identify young 
people who could 
be drawn into 

victims, vulnerable 
people and those 
from ethnic 
minority 
backgrounds.  

criminal behaviour 
and working with 
partners to resolve 
those issues, and 
review the 
effectiveness of 
short prison 
sentences for 
female offenders. 
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violence and 
intervene. 

• Introduce a new 
offence of criminal 
exploitation of 
children. 

• Introduce a new 
criminal offence for 
spiking. 

• Introduce new legal 
safeguards around 
strip-searching 
children and young 
people. 

• Introduce a new 
expanded fraud 
strategy.  

Domestic 
Abuse and 
VAWG 

 • Halve VAWG in 10 
years 

• Introduce DA 
experts in 999 
control rooms and 
ensure there is a 
legal advocate in 
every police force. 

• Ensure police 
forces have the 
powers they need 
to track and tackle 
the problem [of 
VAWG]. 

• Strengthen the use 
of Stalking 
Protection Orders 

 • Embedding 
domestic abuse 
specialists in 
every police force. 

• Campaign to end 
violence against 
women and 
girls.  

 

• Create a DA 
Register. 

• Increase 
sentences for 
domestic violence 
and stalking 
offences.  
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• Make it easier for 
high-performing 
police forces to 
charge DA 
suspects. 

Retail / 
Shop 
Workers 

 • New law on shop 
violence: Yvette 
Cooper said: “Labour 
is determined we will 
pass a new law to 
make a specific 
offence of assaults 
and abuse against 
shop workers and to 
make sure it’s taken 
seriously by the 
police.” 

    

Protests • Introduce further 
powers to ban face 
coverings, 
pyrotechnics, and 
climbing on war 
memorials at 
protests. 

    • We do not support the 
legislation introduced by 
the Conservative UK 
Government which unfairly 
restricts opportunities for 
non-violent protest. Plaid 
Cymru would repeal 
powers at Westminster, 
including the relevant 
parts of the Police, 
Crime, Sentencing and 
Courts Act 2022 and the 
Public Order Act 2023. 

 

Stop and 
Search 

 •  • Increase the use 
of stop and 
search in 

• “Ending the 
disproportionate 

•  •  
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hotspots to deter 
knife and drug 
crime, with 
harsher 
sentencing for 
possessing 
knives and 
drugs.  

use of Stop and 
Search” 

 

Other  • Bring back Kept 
Animals Bill: says it 
would bring back the 
bill’s provisions “in 
full” including ending 
illegal dog, puppy 
and kitten smuggling 
… ending “illegal 
puppy farming by 
criminal gangs” … 
banning the sale of 
animals with cropped 
ears … and banning 
imports of dogs and 
cats with fashion-
based mutilations. 

   • Welcome an independent 
review of drug policy and 
how it is policed. 

 

Justice • Introduce a 25-year 
prison term for 
domestic 
murders, 
regardless of 
whether a weapon 
is used. This would 
be accompanied by 
a review of 
homicide 
sentencing.  

• Fast-track rape 

cases, with specialist 

courts at every crown 

Court location in 

E&W.  

• Ensure more 

prosecutors are 

available by allowing 

Associate 

Prosecutors to 

  • Scrap the Police, 
Crime 
Sentencing and 
Courts Act, the 
Public Order Act 
and other 
legislation that 
erodes the right to 
protest and free 
expression.  

• Support the full 
transfer of justice 
powers to Wales. 

• Stop abusers 
further harassing 
their victims 
through court 
proceedings and 
strengthen 
restraining orders 
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work on appropriate 

cases.  

• Carry out a review of 

sentencing.  

• Act to reduce 

reoffending. 

• Conduct a strategic 

review of probation 

governance. 

• Repair and renew 
the ‘crumbling’ 
court system with 
a £2.5 billion 
investment.  

• Defend the 
Human Rights 
Act, the UK’s 
membership of the 
European 
Convention on 
Human Rights and 
continued direct 
access to 
Convention rights 
in the domestic 
courts. 

and sanctions for 
breaching them. 

 

 

 


