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Extra Train Services

The new December timetable will bring benefits for a wide range of train and freight operators. The table below shows how there will be more than 1150 extra services on London Midland and Virgin trains alone. 
	Train Operator
	Extra weekday trains (per day)
	Extra Saturday trains
	Extra Sunday trains
	Total

	
	
	
	
	

	Virgin trains
	+81 (335 in total)
	+99
	+87
	+591

	London Midland
	+51
	+171
	+134
	+560

	
	
	
	
	

	VT & LM Total
	
	
	
	+1151
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There will be 10 million extra seats on Virgin services alone during 2009. With Virgin trains covering 65,000 miles a day (up from 42,000) that means each Pendolino will cover a million miles by 2012 (in three years).

Journey Time/ Frequency Improvements (Virgin Trains)

	 
	2000-2003
	2004-2008
	Post Dec 08 
	2003-08

	
	Journey time
	Trains per hour
	Journey time
	Trains per hour
	Average journey time
	Fastest journey time
	Trains per hour
	Journey time saving

	London Euston to Birmingham New Street
	01:43
	2
	01:30
	2
	01:24
	01:12
	3
	00:31

	London Euston to Manchester via Stoke
	02:41
	1
	02:15
	2
	02:04
	01:58
	2
	00:43

	London Euston to Glasgow Central
	05:35
	<1
	05:00
	<1
	04:26
	04:10*
	1#
	01:25

	London Euston to Manchester* via Crewe
	02:56
	2/day
	02:26
	4/day
	02:07
	
	1
	00:49

	London Euston to Liverpool Lime Street
	02:53
	1
	02:30
	1
	02:05
	02:01
	1+
	00:52

	London Euston to Preston
	03:01
	1
	02:29
	1
	02:08
	
	1
	00:53

	London Euston to Carlisle
	04:04
	<1
	03:44
	<1
	03:16
	
	1#
	00:48

	London Euston to Chester
	02:38
	3/day
	02:10
	5/day
	02:00
	
	1
	00:38

	London Euston to Holyhead
	04:28
	3/day
	03:52
	4/day
	03:42
	
	5/day
	00:46

	Birmingham New Street to Glasgow Central
	
	
	04:20
	
	03:58
	
	
	


	1+ At peak times a second Liverpool train will operate
	
	
	
	

	1# There are two off peak occasions where the service is every two hours although extra trains are provided in the peak

	* Daily Express service (1630) to be introduced from 26 January 2009.


How Train Operators Are Affected

The December 2008 West Coast Main Line timetable will be one of the biggest timetable changes in UK railway history. This is not simply as a result of the additional services, it is because:

· More trains will be running at weekends (meaning less time for maintenance [a key step in creating a railway that operates seven days a week])
· Trains will have to be carefully planned so that the extra long distance trains (such as Virgin services) integrate properly with slower services

· There will be an increased number trains running in local and suburban areas that interface the West Coast.

This section summarises the changes for each train operator.

London Midland

The new timetable will see significant increases to a number of London Midland routes.

· Two trains an hour will once again operate between Northampton and Birmingham New Street, with some trains operating through from Birmingham to London Euston.
· The existing fast service from London Euston to Northampton will be extended northwards to Crewe, serving Rugby, the Trent Valley stations, Stafford, Stone and Stoke-on-Trent. This train will provide the Trent Valley stations of Nuneaton, Atherstone, Tamworth, Lichfield Trent Valley and Rugeley Trent Valley with a daytime hourly service to / from each other, Rugby and south, and Stafford and north, for the first time. Stone will regain an hourly daytime rail service.
· Birmingham – Walsall – Rugeley – Stafford services will terminate at Rugeley Trent Valley in the new timetable, with trains timed to connect in and out of the Trent Valley local service. The frequency for Birmingham – Rugeley services will increase from hourly to half-hourly.
· A half-hourly service will operate between Birmingham New Street and Liverpool Lime Street.
· More 12 car trains will serve the busy commuter route into London Euston in the morning and evening peaks.
· At weekends, London Midland will also benefit with the standard off-peak weekday pattern in place all day on Saturdays, and from 1200 on Sundays.
Virgin Trains

The Virgin Trains timetable will be totally re-cast, with a standard hour pattern operating in the off peak periods. This pattern will apply in the off-peak during weekdays, all day until late evening on Saturdays, and from midday on Sundays. Journey times have been reduced in nearly all cases.

Highlights include:
· 3 trains per hour, at a 20 minute frequency, between London Euston and Birmingham New Street. One of these services will continue to Sandwell and Dudley and Wolverhampton.
· 3 trains per hour, at a 20 minute frequency, between London Euston and Manchester Piccadilly. 2 trains per hour will operate via Stoke-on-Trent, as today, with a new, third train per hour serving Crewe and Wilmslow, giving Wilmslow an hourly service to and from London for the first time.

· A new hourly service between London Euston and Chester, serving Milton Keynes Central and Crewe. A number of these services, and more than in the current timetable, will continue to Bangor and Holyhead. Most of these new services will not operate in the first few weeks of the timetable, coming into service by the end of January 2009.
· An hourly service between London Euston and Liverpool Lime Street will continue to operate, with faster journey times, calling at Stafford and Runcorn only.
· For the first time, an hourly service will operate for most of the day between London Euston and Glasgow Central, with most trains running non-stop from London to Warrington Bank Quay. From the end of January 2009, a new premier express will run between London and Glasgow, stopping only at Preston, and providing a 4 hours 10 minutes journey time.
· An hourly service will continue to operate between Birmingham New Street and Scotland, with trains alternating between Glasgow Central and Edinburgh Waverley, to provide each with a service to Birmingham every 2 hours. At peak times, this standard hour pattern will be increased by an additional 2 trains per hour. 
· An additional service will operate to and from Liverpool Lime Street, and another will serve Preston. These trains will provide an enhanced peak hour service to the Trent Valley stations of Nuneaton, Tamworth and Lichfield.

Freight Operators
The completion of the Rugby remodelling, Trent Valley four tracking and upgrades of diversionary routes enable a number of changes and improvements to be made to freight services.

· South of Crewe, 3 paths per hour will be in place, standardised for each hour.
· North of Crewe, actual trains will be pathed and timetabled. Class 4 services will continue to operate on the West Coast Main Line between Preston and Carlisle. Daytime class 6 services will, in the southbound direction, operate over upgraded Glasgow and South Western, Settle and Carlisle and Blackburn – Hellfield routes. Northbound class 6 trains will operate either via this route or on the West Coast Main Line as currently.
· The gauge clearance of the Sutton Park route through the north of the West Midlands creates a second route for W10 container traffic, originating or terminating at Southampton, on and off the West Coast Main Line.
Arriva Trains Wales

Train services in north and east Wales will be totally recast in the new timetable, to facilitate effective connections with West Coast Main Line services. For the first time, a standard hour pattern will operate on main line routes.

· As a result of the new Virgin Trains service to Chester, the North Wales main line timetable is totally recast, with a standard hour pattern.
· The existing Manchester Piccadilly – Llandudno will continue to operate as it does currently.
· An hourly service will operate between Holyhead and Chester. Every two hours, one of these services will continue to Shrewsbury and the West Midlands, with the current Birmingham New Street destination extended to Birmingham International. The other service, every 2 hours, will continue to Shrewsbury, Hereford and Cardiff Central.
· A two hourly service will operate between Birmingham International an Aberystwyth / Pwllheli.
· The existing hourly service from Manchester Piccadilly to South Wales, via Crewe, Shrewsbury and Hereford will continue to operate. Thus, as a result of combinations of services in this standard hour timetable, the following Arriva Trains Wales frequencies will apply:
· Hourly clockface service, Holyhead – Chester – Wrexham – Shrewsbury

· Hourly clockface service, Birmingham International – Shrewsbury.

· Two trains per hour, Chester – Llandudno Junction.

Thus, as a result of the new Virgin Trains hourly service to Chester, Arriva Trains Wales services serving the North Wales coast will no longer originate / terminate at Crewe, but will start / terminate at Birmingham International, Cardiff Central or Manchester Piccadilly. However, an hourly Arriva Trains Wales shuttle service, between Crewe and Chester, will continue to operate, to provide a half-hourly frequency between Crewe and Chester.
Arriva CrossCountry

The new timetable will also see the introduction of a standard hour pattern for Arriva CrossCountry, with routes and frequencies as follows:

· Two trains per hour between Manchester Piccadilly and Birmingham New Street.
· One train will run non-stop between Manchester, Stoke-on-Trent and Wolverhampton, with Bristol Temple Meads as its destination. The other train will call at Stockport, Macclesfield, Stoke-on-Trent, Stafford and Wolverhampton, with Bournemouth as its destination.
· An hourly service will operate between Edinburgh Waverley (and sometimes Glasgow Central, Dundee or Aberdeen) and Plymouth, via Leeds. This will be supplemented by an hourly service from Newcastle Central to Reading, via Doncaster.
· This combination of services will provide two trains per hour between Manchester and Birmingham; two trains per hour between Sheffield, Derby and Birmingham; two trains per hour between Birmingham, Oxford and Reading; and two trains per hour between Birmingham and Bristol.

Northern Rail

Northern’s timetables in the Manchester and Liverpool areas, and other routes linked to the West Coast Main Line, have been totally recast in light of changes along the route. Frequencies will generally be unaltered, but there will be some changes as follows:

· The current Manchester Piccadilly – Macclesfield suburban service will be extended to Stoke-on-Trent, providing Congleton and Kidsgrove with an hourly service in both directions.
· Major changes to the Buxton – Blackpool North service will take place. This will be split in to three separate components: a Manchester Piccadilly – Buxton service; a Preston – Hazel Grove service; and a new Manchester Victoria – Blackpool North service. This will create two Northern services each hour between Manchester, Bolton and Preston.
· An additional train will operate between Manchester Victoria and Hebden Bridge, increasing the service on that route from two to three trains per hour. One of the three trains per hour will run fast, calling only at principal stations between Rochdale and Bradford Interchange, creating a fast service from Manchester to Bradford and Leeds via the Calder Valley.
On Mondays to Fridays, there will be a half hourly service between Manchester Piccadilly and New Mills Central during the daytime.

· An additional local service will operate between Manchester Piccadilly and Manchester Airport, maintaining a half-hourly service for south Manchester suburban stations. This will enable local stops to be removed from long-distance Northern and Transpennine Express services serving the Airport line, improving journey times and service reliability.
· The evening service between Liverpool, Wigan and Preston will be enhanced, with additional local stopping services between Liverpool and Wigan, and additional, faster trains between Liverpool and Preston.

Transpennine Express

The First/Keolis Transpennine Express operation will also be completely re-cast in the December timetable change. The most significant changes are as follows:

· There will be two additional Manchester Airport – Scotland services each way, Monday – Saturday (one extra on Sundays).
· Many journey times on this route are improved.
· Manchester Airport – Blackpool North services will be around 10 minutes faster than in the current timetable, due in part to the removal of some local stops, which will be covered by the new Northern Rail Manchester Victoria – Blackpool North service.
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