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HEATHROW THIRD RUNWAY – MEDIA FACT SHEET
Today’s decision
The Transport Secretary will announce that Heathrow Airport Limited’s (HAL) scheme will be taken forward in informing the ongoing review of the Airports National Policy Statement (“ANPS”), shaping plans for Heathrow expansion in line with the UK’s legal, environmental, and climate obligations.
Background on the Airports National Policy Statement (ANPS)
The ANPS sets the policy framework which will be considered when the Secretary of State makes a decision on a development consent application for a third runway at Heathrow. 
The Transport Secretary has confirmed that HAL’s scheme will be taken forward in informing the ongoing review of the ANPS and is aiming for a third runway to be operational by 2035.
We aim to consult on the draft reviewed ANPS by summer 2026. When the previous government set up the Davies Commission, it took them 5 years to publish the original draft ANPS. We’ll get to the same point in 18 months, with the process completed by the end of 2026, showing our commitment to delivering progress swiftly, but also robustly.
Benefits of a third runway
The new runway will boost connectivity, support national economic growth, improve passenger experience, and deliver the Plan for Change, following record passenger numbers at Heathrow this summer.
Expanding Heathrow will attract international investment, create jobs in the local area and strengthen Britain’s global links.
Decision on a promoter at this stage
The Heathrow Airport Limited’s (HAL) scheme will be taken forward in informing the ongoing review of the Airports National Policy Statement but does not represent a final decision on the third runway’s design. This will be determined via a Development Consent Order which is subject to provisions in the Planning Act 2008. Any promoter will be able to submit a planning application in the usual way.
Any proposed amendments to the ANPS will undergo consultation and parliamentary scrutiny next year.
Details such as runway length, layout, and infrastructure will be considered throughout the ANPS review.
Environmental and climate commitments
Government has been clear expansion plans must meet the UK’s legally binding climate, air quality, and noise obligations.
Heathrow expansion has always been factored into the UKs carbon budget planning. The refreshed Carbon Budget and Growth Delivery Plan, published last month, sets out how we will meet carbon budgets while supporting growth. 

The independent Climate Change Committee will be consulted to ensure alignment with net zero targets. The Transport Secretary has requested advice on aviation’s role in achieving carbon budgets.
Modernising airspace and green aviation
The Government is modernising UK airspace to deliver quicker, quieter, and more efficient flights with lower emissions. London’s airspace will be prioritised for modernisation to support the third runway.
The Government will be consulting on simplifying Air Navigation Guidance to set clear priorities and save carbon emissions.
The Sustainable Aviation Fuel Bill will ensure Heathrow contributes to climate targets by supporting the UK’s sustainable aviation fuel market, with £63 million invested in new SAF production plants.
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