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St George’s tackles liver disease with the help 
of Siemens Healthcare angiography systems 
• A noticeable rise in liver disease in southwest London has led to the need 

for an expanded offering to treat the condition 

• Siemens Healthcare technology is enabling St George’s to undertake 
innovative liver disease techniques 
 

Following a rise in liver disease, St George’s Hospital has been increasing its 

capacity to accommodate innovative liver disease techniques with the help of 

Siemens Healthcare Artis Q and Artis zeeTM angiography systems. A complex 

procedure, Transjugular intrahepatic portosystemic shunt (TIPS), is being used for 

cirrhosis of the liver which can lead to a life threatening haemorrhage. The 

technique de-pressurises the liver to prevent the condition.  

 

St George's Hospital is a leading teaching hospital that serves a population of 1.3 

million across southwest London. It noticed a rise in cirrhosis of the liver, due to 

suspected excessive alcohol consumption and poor diets of its patient population. 

The hospital implemented a wide range of interventions to accommodate the rise 

and has been working to increase capacity to effectively tackle the extra load. A 

number of Interventional Radiologists are now performing TIPS for those with 

severe liver problems. The procedure requires excellent image quality which is 

boosted through the use of syngo DynaCT® on the two Siemens Healthcare Artis 

angiography systems. 

 

“Due to a rise in liver disease, we looked to increase the number of liver-related 

procedures we could perform,” states Graham Munneke, Radiologist at St George’s 

Hospital. “Siemens Healthcare’s Artis systems have been integral in aiding us with 

TIPS due to the excellent image quality and large monitors. The DynaCT function 

enables CT-like cross-sectional imaging and can be performed directly in the 
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angiography suite. Staff are very familiar with DynaCT and can rapidly gain the 

information they need.” 

 

The hospital is also using the Artis systems to perform transcatheter arterial 

chemoembolisation (TACE) for liver cancers. The procedure involves the injection of 

a chemotherapy drug directly into the tumour. DynaCT is being used to provide fine 

details as the previously used 2D angiography technique proved to be difficult and 

time-consuming.  

“Deaths from liver disease are still increasing year-on-year and Siemens is proud to 

work alongside St George’s to tackle this nationwide problem,” states Malcolm 

Pickering, Regional Sales Manager at Siemens Healthcare. “The Interventional 

Radiology department at St George’s is renowned for its expertise and TIPS is a 

very complicated procedure. The syngo DynaCT application uses 3D imaging which 

is allowing clinicians to gain a clear view of the liver and visualise soft tissue 

information which was not previously possible with the use of 2D angiography.” 

 

Siemens Healthcare is one of the world's largest suppliers to the healthcare industry 

and a trendsetter in medical imaging, laboratory diagnostics and medical information 

technology. Siemens offers its customers products and solutions for the entire range 

of patient care from a single source – from prevention and early detection to 

diagnosis, and on to treatment and aftercare. By optimising clinical workflows for the 

most common diseases, Siemens also makes healthcare faster, better and more 

cost-effective. Siemens Healthcare employs some 43,000 employees worldwide and 

operates around the world www.siemens.co.uk/healthcare. 

-Ends- 
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Picture caption: St George’s Hospital has been increasing its capacity to 

accommodate innovative liver disease techniques with the help of an Artis Q 

angiography system from Siemens Healthcare. [Left to right: Georgia Cooper, 

Radiographer; Mailli Leto, Consultant Radiologist at St George’s Hospital; Malcolm 

Pickering, Regional Sales Manager at Siemens Healthcare, Graham Munneke, 

Radiologist; Umer Saleti, Radiologist and Matthew Andrews, Radiographer at St 

George’s Hospital] 
 
 

 
 
About Siemens 
Siemens AG (Berlin and Munich) is a global technology powerhouse that has stood for engineering excellence, 

innovation, quality, reliability and internationality for more than 165 years. The company is active in more than 200 

countries, focusing on the areas of electrification, automation and digitalization. One of the world’s largest producers 

of energy-efficient, resource-saving technologies, Siemens is No. 1 in offshore wind turbine construction, a leading 

supplier of combined cycle turbines for power generation, a major provider of power transmission solutions and a 

pioneer in infrastructure solutions as well as automation, drive and software solutions for industry. The company is 

also a leading provider of medical imaging equipment – such as computed tomography and magnetic resonance 

imaging systems – and a leader in laboratory diagnostics as well as clinical IT. In fiscal 2014, which ended on 

September 30, 2014, Siemens generated revenue from continuing operations of €71.9 billion and net income of 

€5.5 billion. At the end of September 2014, the company had around 357,000 employees worldwide. Further 

information is available on the Internet at www.siemens.com. 
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