3rd Platform Outwood Lane Bridge and Road Closure

What is happening? 

Outwood Lane, the main road taking traffic into and out of Terminal 1 and 3 will be closed to traffic and pedestrians from the junction with the M56 and Ringway Road West to the T1 Petrol Station. During the closure, we will divert traffic for Terminal 1 and Terminal 3 into the airport via alternative routes.

When will Outwood Lane be closed?

The road will close at 22.00 on Friday 15th February 2008 and reopen to traffic at 05.00 on Monday 3rd March 2008. Some advance works will take place before the closure, but the road will remain open. And, once the road is open to traffic, there will be some further work to restore services and the landscaping and street furniture in the following weeks.

Why is the road closing?

Network Rail is building an additional new rail platform at the Airport Rail Station. The rail line and new platform passes directly underneath Outwood Lane, the main dual carriageway road taking traffic in and out from Terminal 1 and Terminal 3 and a new bridge structure will be needed to carry the road over the new platform. The road will close to let the contractors position the new bridge structure.

How is the work going to be done?

The new bridge structure will be constructed before the road closure in the newly excavated area for Platform 3 on the west side of the Rail Station. Once the road is closed, we will excavate across Outwood Lane to create enough space to take the new bridge box. Powerful hydraulic rams and jacks will push the bridge box into position across Outwood Lane. When the bridge box is safely in position, the gaps around it will be backfilled, and the road surface re-laid.

Will any part of the airport be closed because of the work?
No.  Although we are closing Outwood Lane, all the other Airport access routes will remain open. We will divert traffic for Terminal 1 off the M56 at the Terminal 2 junction, and Traffic for Terminal 3 along Ringway Road West and Ringway Road.

Will the other airport roads be able to handle the diverted traffic?

Yes. We are doing the work in February when traffic is about 80% of the summer levels. And, we have tested the traffic diversion routes using a computer model to simulate traffic flows on the airport roads. There is enough capacity on the road network overall, although there may be some disruption in the morning and evening periods.

Will I have to allow extra time for my journey to the airport?

We do not anticipate any significant travel delays from the work for most of the time. But, traffic in the mornings between 06.00 and 08.00, and the late afternoon period between 16.00 and 18.00 is much busier, so it would be wise to allow a little longer for your journey if you plan to arrive during these periods. 

We will monitor traffic flows throughout the work, and please listen out for any changes on the radio travel bulletins. 

Will the railway line be closed? 
The railway line will remain open for most of the working period and train services will operate normally. However, there are may be alterations to services over night and at weekends to accommodate the engineering work. Please check with National Rail Enquiries on 0845 484950 or www.nationalrail.co.uk for up to date information.

How do I get to the Hilton, Bewleys and Crowne Plaza Hotels at the airport?
Outwood Lane will remain open from the M56 junction to the entrance to the Hilton Hotel. However, traffic from the M56 will be diverted along Ringway Road West to the Regus Business Park roundabout then back onto Outwood Lane. We have also opened a temporary footpath to the Hilton from bus stand L at The Station.

Guests and visitors for Bewleys and the Crowne Plaza Hotels should follow the directions for Terminal 1 from the M56, or for Terminal 3 if approaching the airport along Ringway Road West.

Access to other Manchester Airport site hotels (Travelodge, Marriot Four Seasons and Etrop Grange) is not affected.

Will access to the car parks be affected?

All our car parks will remain open. For short stay parking, follow the signs for your respective terminal. Customers for Terminal 1/3 long stay car park should follow directions for Terminal 1 from the M56. Customers for Premier Park should follow signs for Terminal 3 from the M56.

Access to the Terminal 2 car parks is not affected. 

Will the Terminal 1 Petrol Station remain open during the work?
Yes. The entrance to the Petrol Station off Outwood Lane will remain open. 
