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Avanti West Coast rolls out recyclable spirit bottle onboard trains 

• Avanti West Coast teams up with Forest Distillery to serve exclusive spirit in 

aluminium bottle  

• Packaging of ‘Forest to First’ gin miniatures switches from glass to aluminium  

• Innovative bottle supports commitment to offer sustainable products  

Avanti West Coast has partnered with a local distillery to serve gin in miniature aluminium 

bottles as part of its commitment to offer a sustainable menu to customers.  

Working with Forest Distillery – a family-run distillery in the heart of the Peak District – 

the train operator is rolling out fully recyclable aluminium bottles for its ‘Forest to First’ gin 

miniatures (5cl), as the UK marks Recycle Week (22 – 28 September).  

The innovative bottle will replace the existing glass miniatures – providing a lightweight, 

compact and sustainable alternative for the gin which is made exclusively for Avanti West 

Coast.   

Made from 100 percent post-consumer recycled aluminium, the new bottles do not rely 

on raw material – offering a carbon footprint of up to 90 percent lower than 5cl bottles 

made from PET (polyethylene terephthalate) plastic or glass.  

Switching to this packaging also supports a circular approach to waste – whereby the 

bottles are recycled keeping the materials in use for as long as possible.  

Weighing just 10 grams, the aluminium bottle is almost 67 percent lighter than a 5cl glass 

bottle – reducing the weight of each delivery by 160 kilograms and cutting transport 

emissions.  

Karl and Lindsay Bond - founders of Forest Distillery – came up with the idea of the new 

packaging, which now features a unique design that reflects the botanicals used for the gin 

and Macclesfield Forest – which is only a few miles from the home of the distillery and 

where some of the ingredients are foraged.  

Rob Taylor, Food and Beverage Development Manager at Avanti West Coast, said: “We’re 

always looking at new ways of doing things to deliver the best possible experience for our 

customers while being a responsible business.  



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

“Partnering with Forest Distillery to give one of our most-loved drinks greener packaging 

supports our shared goal to offer sustainable local products, as well as making a positive 

difference to the environment.   

“We’re proud to introduce this innovative bottle and hope our customers admire the new 

look, while enjoying the same familiar taste as they whizz along the West Coast Main 

Line.”  

Karl Bond, Co-Founder and CEO of Forest Distillery, said: “We’re delighted to be working 

with Avanti West Coast on the launch of these new aluminium minis, featuring their 

bespoke ‘Forest to First’ gin. This move is not only a more sustainable option, but also a 

brilliant way to showcase the best of the North West to passengers across the country. As 

a distillery rooted in Macclesfield Forest, it’s fantastic to see our region celebrated in such 

a forward-thinking partnership.”  

ENDS 

About Forest Distillery     

A unique family-run distillery set in the heart of the Peak District National Park, Forest Distillery 

produces some of the world’s finest small-batch spirits, including gin, whisky and rum. Based at the 

historic Cat & Fiddle near Buxton, the distillery is operated by Lindsay and Karl Bond, who craft a 

range of award-winning gins using botanicals foraged from nearby Macclesfield Forest.  

https://theforestdistillery.com/ 

About Avanti West Coast     

Avanti West Coast, operator of intercity rail services on the West Coast Main Line, is a joint venture 

between FirstGroup and Trenitalia, delivering a cleaner, greener railway that drives the West Coast 

forward. Avanti West Coast serves key UK cities, including London, Birmingham, Manchester, 

Liverpool, Glasgow as well as North Wales. 

We’re on a mission to be the transport of choice – connecting customers and communities along 

the West Coast. Our award-winning Pendolino refurbishment programme transformed the UK’s 

hardest working fleet with all 56 of the iconic trains providing best-in-class comfort.  

Our Evero fleet, which offers more seats, improved comfort, and a substantial cut to carbon 

emissions, was introduced in June 2024 and is the result of a £350m investment in sustainable 

travel. Built by Hitachi, the 23-strong fleet, consisting of 10 seven-carriage electric trains and 13 

https://theforestdistillery.com/


 

  

 

 

 

 

 

five-carriage bi-modes, serves routes from London to the Midlands, Chester, North Wales and the 

North West.  

We want to make a positive difference to the people and places we serve – helping to drive 

economic growth, green travel, and break down barriers. Our efforts to contribute to society and 

enable people to benefit from the opportunities rail offers through purpose-led initiatives including 

Feel Good Field Trips and award-winning female driver recruitment campaign has seen us create 

over £1billion in social value impact.  

We’re tackling climate change wherever we can, from reducing energy and water use to training 

drivers in eco-driving techniques and sourcing food and drink from local suppliers. Our goal is to be 

net zero carbon by 2031. We’re on track. 

For the latest news, visit the Avanti West Coast Media 

Centre: https://newsdesk.avantiwestcoast.co.uk/ 

Press Office: 0845 000 3333 
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