
 

 

 

Crime and Policing Bill Committee  

Bill committees scrutinise proposed legisialtion and call expert witnesses and interested 

parties to give opinions and evidence, which is presented to parliament as a written report. 

Although parliament is not required to act on the report, it does carry weight in the debate 

and concerns raised may later be addressed with amendments.  

 

First Session: NPCC Lead for Disclosure, CC Tim de Meyer, PSA Assistant National 

Secretary, Dan Murphy, and Police Federation Deputy National Chair, Tiff Lynch. 

Entry without a warrant 

While all three welcomed the inclusion of new powers to enter a property without a warrant 

(under “reasonable ground to believe” and requiring authorisation from an Inspector) Dan 

Murphy noted the need for training and guidance, and said even under a full search 

warrant officers were regularly challenged. He suggested it would be helpful for HMG to 

communicate to the public that this was a power that was being given to policing, rather 

than one that police had sought out. Tiff Lynch said that officers would need to have 

confidence that HMG were in full support of them enacting these laws.  

CC Tim de Meyer said the ability to track devices and enter swiftly to recover stolen 

property would make it less likely that property was disposed of and help with public 

confidence.  

Respect Orders  

All three welcomed the introduction of Respect Orders to help tackle ASB, however Dan 

Murphy noted that they were only applicable to over 18s and most of cases of ASB 

involved children. Tiff Lynch highlighted how stretched and under resourced officers were 

and, while welcomed, the new Respect Orders would require more desk time for 

neighbourhood police officers.  

Knife Crime 

CC Tim de Meyer said that the new offence of possession of a knife or offensive weapon 

with an intent to use would allow greater sanctions against those who are known to be 

intending to cause harm and would lead to a tougher sentence which has a more 

preventative power.  

Presumption of anonymity for firearms officers 

This was welcomed, with Dan Murphy calling it a “step in the right direction”. CC Tim de 

Meyer said the measures seemed necessary and sensible, as it was not in the interest of 

public safety for an officer to feal inhibited to do what they had been trained to do because 

of concerns about a subsequent investigation.  

Dealing with hyper-offenders 



Asked whether the Bill contained sufficient powers to deal with hyper-offenders Tiff Lynch 

replied that the solution wasn’t in more laws but rather having the right resourcing and 

infrastructure.  

 

Second Session: Oliver Sells KC and former Lord Chancellor and Secretary of State 

for Justice, the Rt Hon. Sir Robert Buckland KC 

Both KC’s welcomed the Bill whilst highlighted the dangers posed by the current backlog 

in the criminal justice system. Oliver Sells told MPs that it was unacceptable that some 

victims of serious crime are having to wait for up to three years to give evidence. He said 

productivity in the Crown Courts was too low and the number of courts sitting was also 

too low, and suggested Parliament should be focused on reducing the backlog in the 

Crown Courts.  

Asked about the provisions in the Bill regarding prohibiting possession and supply of “SIM 
farms”, Oliver Sells said it was very important as the range of novel criminal offences was 
expanding, including a complete change in the criminal code and conduct in relation to 
SIMs.  

Shop theft 

Both KCs indicated that the provision to remove the legislation which makes shop theft of 
and below £200 a summary-only offence would only add to the backlog in the criminal 
justice system by pushing cases from the Magistrates Courts up to the Crown Court. Oliver 
Sells said he thought this was the wrong way and that more needed to be done to reinforce 
the use and range of Magistrates Courts and bring them back to deal with serious low-level 
crimes. Robert Buckland said he expected Sir Brian Leveson’s independent review of the 
Criminal Courts to include something about keeping cases out of the Crown Court.  

Frontline 

Robert Buckland told the Committee there was a need to ensure that the police and 
investigative agencies have the same level of assistive technologies as those committing 
crime otherwise there won’t be a level playing field. He said our response to cybercrime 
needs to be not just as good but ahead of what we’re seeing now. Oliver Sells said that it was 
important to make sure legislative intent does not run too far ahead of operational reality, 
and there was a need to make sure police chiefs, the CPS, and all agencies are ready and 
resourced.  

 

 

Third Session: Chair/Founder at Spike Aware UK, Colin Mackie 

Spiking 

Colin Mackie told the Committee the measures included in the Bill of the creation of a 

new offence of spiking were a giant step forward in what previously been a legal “grey 
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area”. He said the lack of a specific offence was emboldening perpetrators and causing 

victims to be treated differently in different parts of the country. He noted that both men 

and women were victims of spiking, and that ‘prank spiking’ was very common, 

encouraged by access to cheap drugs. He warned that for the new offence to work A&E 

workers would need to be involved as it was crucial that they recognised the signs of 

spiking and contacted the police quickly.   

 

 


