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Siemens delivers Pedestrian Countdown at Traffic Signals 
First shown at Traffex 2015 in April by Siemens, production of the new Pedestrian 

Countdown at Traffic Signals (PCaTS) is now fully underway at the company’s award-

winning factory in Poole, Dorset. 

 

Pedestrian Countdown at Traffic Signals informs pedestrians how long they have to cross 

the road after the far-side green man signal has gone out. By providing a visible 

countdown of the time remaining before the appearance of the red man, PCaTS is 

intended to give pedestrians a better understanding of the time available to complete 

crossing, reducing anxiety once the green man is no longer displayed. Because PCaTS 

shows exactly how much time is left to cross, pedestrians are less likely to panic or stop in 

the middle of the road. 

 

According to the company’s Head of Product Management, Keith Manston, the new 

solution features excellent visual appearance thanks to highly visible ‘double stroke’ LED 

digits which ensure maximum visibility for pedestrians using the crossing. ‘The visual 

appearance is enhanced by the use of a flat lens which is ‘black masked’ to minimise sun 

phantom reflections. The unit may also be fitted with a small hood to further enhance the 

sun phantom performance if required’, he said. 

 

Once installed, the Siemens PCaTS unit does not require any configuration as it 

automatically detects the blackout period after two learning cycles of the signals. Timing 

synchronisation with the blackout period is achieved by the use of direct connections to 

the red and green signal feeds via totally isolated input circuits, which are designed to 

ensure they have no impact on controller lamp or safety monitoring. These inputs are also 

used to sense the dim/bright state of the signals and the PCaTS unit will automatically dim 

when the associated pedestrian signals dim. 

 

The Siemens PCaTS unit are fully compatible with LV (230V) and ELV (48V) systems and 

and separately powered to accommodate both 24V (AC/DC) and 48V (DC) supply 

systems without the need for special configuration or link connections.  
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‘The PCaTS units are completely compatible with Siemens Helios Traffic signals and can 

be easily fitted as part of a new installation or as a retrofit to an existing site. The units are 

also able to be easily retrofitted to sites which use the Peek Elite traffic signal range,’ 

added Manston. 

 

An off-street public trial of the technology showed that more than 85% of pedestrians felt 

safer and more confident when crossing the road with a countdown display. PCaTS also 

helps to smooth traffic for drivers, motorcyclists, buses and cyclists. 

 

Siemens was established in the United Kingdom more than 170 years ago and now 

employs 14,500 people in the UK. As the world’s largest engineering company, Siemens 

provides innovative solutions to help tackle the world’s major challenges. Siemens has 

offices and factories throughout the UK, with its headquarters in Frimley, Surrey.  
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For further information and press pictures please see: www.siemens.co.uk/traffic 
 
Follow us on Twitter at: www.twitter.com/Siemens_Traffic 
 
Siemens AG (Berlin and Munich) is a global technology powerhouse that has stood for 
engineering excellence, innovation, quality, reliability and internationality for more than 165 years. 
The company is active in more than 200 countries, focusing on the areas of electrification, 
automation and digitalization. One of the world’s largest producers of energy-efficient, resource-
saving technologies, Siemens is No. 1 in offshore wind turbine construction, a leading supplier of 
combined cycle turbines for power generation, a major provider of power transmission solutions 
and a pioneer in infrastructure solutions as well as automation, drive and software solutions for 
industry. The company is also a leading provider of medical imaging equipment – such as 
computed tomography and magnetic resonance  imaging systems – and a leader in laboratory 
diagnostics as well as clinical IT. In fiscal year 2014, which ended on September 30, 2014, 
Siemens generated revenue from continuing operations of €71.9 billion and net income 
of €5.5 billion. At the end of September 2014, the company had around 357,000 employees 
worldwide. Further information is available on the Internet at www.siemens.com.  
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