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Top 10 tips for clearing and
selling storm damaged trees.

Adyvice for small woodland owners and farmers

1.

10.

Your safety first: working with windblown timber
IS very dangerous - do not tackle it yourself.
Get help from professionals.

Visitor safety: landowners must ensure the safety
of people working on or visiting their land: Make
sure to use clear signs to let visitors know where

it is unsafe to go.

Professional advice and help: use experienced
professionals to clear windthrown trees, whatever
the severity-or size of area involved. They can also
provide you with advice about how and where to sell
your timber.

Plan ahead: take time to get advice and plan. Spruce
trees that are attached to the root plate in the soil are
unlikely to degrade for many months and the timber
can still be of use two years later.

Felling Permissions: a Felling Permission is needed
for windthrown trees in Scotland. Do not harvest trees
until you have applied for and secured the relevant
permissions/licenses. Scottish Forestry has local
teams who can provide advice and guidance relating
to Felling Permissions (Scottish Forestry - Contact)

Wildlife: licenses are required for work which might
disturb badgers in Scotland or other protected
woodland species in Scotland.

Priority trees: if you have Scots pine and many
snapped trees, make them your priority as they
degrade quicker. You need to get them to sawmills
quicker than other trees or it may affect the price
you get in return.

When to harvest: do not harvest your trees until you
have a buyer for them. Once cut they will degrade
more quickly. Different markets prefer different size
and quality of logs, and any woodland will produce
timber that can be used for different purposes. A
professional forester can help you to sell your timber.

Plan extraction of timber: you need to plan out
the access to the woodland in order to allow the
harvesting and extraction of the timber: Is there
enough loading space? Can timber lorries turn?
Where will they access the public road and is the
road strong enough to take a fully laden truck?

Replanting: once harvested, the woodland will need
to be restocked. Good design can reduce the risk of
windblow in the future. Take time to consider your
objectives for the future of the woodland.
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Detalled advice on managing windthrown trees is available at
Scottish Forestry - Managing storm damaged trees

Image: Will Anderson

Confor W Scottish Government

. " | gov.scot

Promoting forestry and wood



https://forestry.gov.scot/forestry-business/windblow-contingency-plan/managing-storm-damaged-trees
https://www.confor.org.uk/news/windblow-2021-22/
https://www.confor.org.uk/news/windblow-2021-22/
https://forestry.gov.scot/support-regulations/felling-permissions/felling-permission-for-wind-blow
https://forestry.gov.scot/contact
https://www.nature.scot/professional-advice/protected-areas-and-species/licensing/species-licensing-z-guide/badgers/badgers-licences-land-management
https://www.nature.scot/professional-advice/protected-areas-and-species/protected-species/your-responsibilities/woodland-managers
https://www.nature.scot/professional-advice/protected-areas-and-species/protected-species/your-responsibilities/woodland-managers

