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Siemens to deliver innovative EV charging 

infrastructure as part of GULCS framework 
 

 Siemens and partner ubitricity to provide on street residential 

electric vehicle charging points using existing street light 

infrastructure  

 Go-ultra Low City Scheme framework contract provides £3.7 

million to help deliver charging points across London boroughs 

 1,150 charge points to be delivered by the end of 2020 

 

Siemens is one of eight organisations to be awarded a place on a London-wide 

framework contract hosted by TfL, London Councils and Greater London Authority 

to provide innovative on street electric vehicle charging solutions to the capital’s 

busy streets, and one of four suppliers using the electricity from street lights.   

 

Siemens has partnered with ubitricity to deliver Smart City electric vehicle charging 

points, which use mobile electricity metering technology. It is unique as it uses the 

existing street light infrastructure and shared electricity supply, thereby reducing the 

cost of deployment and disruption to residents.  

 

It takes under an hour to convert a street lamp – a fraction of the time to install a 

separate charging station.  

 

Most Londoners do not have access to off-street parking, but this technology 

enables residents to charge their cars easily and conveniently in the streets around 

their homes.  

 

Drivers would park next to the street lamp and ideally connect to it using a special 

cable. This cable is fitted with a meter, which identifies the charging point and turns 

on the power. The data is sent digitally to a mobile power supplier who would bill for 

the electricity consumed. For customers using a standard cable, charging will be 

authorised through a mobile site. 

 

ubitricity retrofitted the first London lamppost with charge points in 2016, and now 

has around 300 charging points across London. London has 3,980 public charge 

points and around 13,000 electric vehicles.  
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The procurement framework is an initiative of London’s Go Ultra Low City Scheme, 

a partnership project between London Councils, Greater London Authority and 

Transport for London, and funded by the Office for Low Emission Vehicles. This 

project is helping London boroughs to fulfill their charge point ambitions and deliver 

1,150 charge points by the end of 2020.   

 

Chris Beadsworth, Director, Siemens Energy Management, said: “Our mission 

is to help improve the quality of everyday life for millions of people around the globe. 

Improving air quality through decarbonisation of transport is a vital element of this, 

but to make it a reality, we need to have enough charging points in the right places 

and available at the right time.  

 

“By using existing infrastructure, it will provide a quality, convenient and simple 

charging point to help accelerate the increase in privately owned electric vehicles. 

Our aim is that charging your car should be as simple as charging your phone.  

 

“Working together with our partners we make a cleaner more modern energy 

network a reality whilst delivering benefits for UK consumers without compromise.”   

 

Knut Hechtfischer – Founder, ubitricity, said: “ubitricity’s mission here in London 

is to make electric vehicle charging what we refer to as ubiquitous, making charging 

accessible by every Londoner, everywhere in London.   

 

“A significant proportion of residents park their vehicles on-street, to make the 

change over to electric they need to be ensured of convenient, reliable and 

affordable charging, the same benefits that those with off-street parking enjoy.   

 

“By working with Siemens to deliver our technology this is now becoming a reality 

for all Londoners.  If we want to improve the air quality in London, electric vehicle 

charging must be available to all, whether you happen to park on-street or off-

street.” 

 

Ben Plowden, TfL’s Director of Strategy and Network Development, said: “The 

framework we’ve created for suppliers will make it easier for boroughs to improve 

Londoners’ access to electric charging points. This will make London's transport 

greener and improve its air quality. These boroughs are at the forefront of 

electrifying London, and it is by working together that we can clean up the capital’s 

toxic air.” 

 

Cllr Julian Bell, London Councils’ Chair of Transport and Environment 

Committee, said: “We each recognise the importance of improving air quality for 

Londoners and London Councils are leading the way in rolling out electric vehicle 

infrastructure across London by taking innovative new technology, such as using the 

power from lighting columns to charge vehicles, and scaling it up to provide safe 

charging solutions more accessible for Londoners. 
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“This is an exciting step in providing London boroughs the means to purchase and 

install electric vehicle charge points. Together, London Councils will continue to 

work with partners to improve our air quality and help clean up London’s air.” 

 

This is the latest initiative in a number of Siemens and TfL-partnership projects. The 

two companies work closely on many urban infrastructure projects including 

London’s ultra low emission and congestion charging zones, world class signalling 

and control solutions for London’s Victoria Line and its most recent announcement 

regarding the development of next generation traffic control and highways 

management solutions. In 2017 Siemens was named TfL Supplier of the Year 

recognising the strength of its collaborative working relationships. 

 

ENDS 

 

Notes to Editors 

 

1. https://www.zap-map.com/statistics/ shows 3980 charge points are in 

London 

2. DfT data shows in Q1 2018 there were 13,194 cars in London eligible for the 

plug-in car grant (EVs and plug-in hybrids) 

 

About Siemens 

Siemens AG (Berlin and Munich) is a global technology powerhouse that has stood for engineering 

excellence, innovation, quality, reliability and internationality for 170 years. The company is active 

around the globe, focusing on the areas of electrification, automation and digitalization. One of the 

world’s largest producers of energy-efficient, resource-saving technologies, Siemens is a leading 

supplier of efficient power generation and power transmission solutions and a pioneer in infrastructure 

solutions as well as automation, drive and software solutions for industry. With its publicly listed 

subsidiary Siemens Healthineers AG, the company is also a leading provider of medical imaging 

equipment – such as computed tomography and magnetic resonance imaging systems – and a leader 

in laboratory diagnostics as well as clinical IT. In fiscal 2017, which ended on September 30, 2017, 

Siemens generated revenue of €83.0 billion and net income of €6.2 billion. At the end of September 

2017, the company had around 377,000 employees worldwide. Further information is available on the 

Internet at www.siemens.com. 

 

About ubitricity 

ubitricity – Gesellschaft für verteilte Energiesysteme mbH: The objective of Knut Hechtfischer and 

Dr. Frank Pawlitschek when they founded ubitricity in 2008, was to enable electric vehicles (EV) to 

recharge using energy from renewable resources wherever they were parked. Today, the company is 

one of the leading providers of intelligent solutions for EV charging and billing. ubitricity combines 

technical expertise, such as the development of the mobile electricity meter, with the possibilities of 

digitalisation. The result is technically simplified and cheaper charging points, allowing a widespread 

expansion of charging infrastructure using lampposts. In addition, this approach solves the challenge of 

vehicle-specific billing for fleet management and the real estate industry. The mobile electricity meters 

also make it possible to turn EVs into intelligent storage for the electricity network – a key component 

for the development of renewables energy. 

 

https://www.zap-map.com/statistics/
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/vehicle-licensing-statistics-january-to-march-2018
http://www.siemens.com/

