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Avanti West Coast chef cooks up half a century working on the railway 

 Avanti West Coast employee, Mohammed Yousuf, celebrates 50 years’ service on 
the railway 

 Thousands of customers served across five decades working on the West Coast 
Main Line 

 Colleagues at London Euston throw surprise party to mark the occasion 

An Avanti West Coast chef is celebrating a career milestone this month as he marks 50 
years working on the railway.  

Mohammed Yousuf – who prefers to be known as Yousuf – joined the industry as a 
kitchen porter at London Euston in October 1975. Five decades on, in the same station 
where his railway career began, he celebrated his landmark anniversary amongst friends 
and colleagues – two weeks after turning 73.  

After moving from Pakistan in early 1975, Yousuf started work as a kitchen porter at the 
British Rail run ‘Lancastrian Grill’ in London Euston station – situated where Avanti West 
Coast’s First Class Lounge is today. With a passion for food, it wasn’t long until he was 
made a chef in the restaurant, which later led to cooking on board trains in 1991. 

He initially started with Intercity’s Motorail services which carried customers and their cars 
on the route between London and Glasgow. After these services ceased running in the 
mid-90s, he continued cooking onboard for the long-distance operator – growing his love 
for this job and the industry.   

To mark his railway anniversary, colleagues at London Euston threw the chef a surprise 
party at the station. 

Speaking afterwards, Yousuf said: “I have been so grateful to work with so many fantastic 
people over the years and I am fortunate to be doing something that I love every day. The 
railway has changed a lot over the years, but it’s the people that make it great – and I 
don’t plan to stop cooking yet. 

“My advice to those who wish to join the railway is to give yourself time. Don't decide in 
two weeks or two months whether this is your job or not, give yourself longer – that's 
what happened with me. When I started on the trains, I was alongside three or four 



 

  

 

 

 

 

colleagues who joined the same time, but within two months they left. I stayed and I am 
so happy I did.” 

During his time working in the First Class kitchens of the Pendolino (Class 390) fleet, 
Yousuf fondly remembers a journey where celebrity chef Jamie Oliver was on board. 

He said: “He wrote me a letter of thanks on a serviette, which one of the crew brought into 
the kitchen for me, and we were able to meet him and get a photo. To receive thanks 
from a chef like him was a fantastic honour.” 

Paula Large, On Board Manager for Catering Support at Avanti West Coast, said: “Yousuf is 
such a pleasure to work with. He comes on the train every day with a smile on his face and 
he lightens the mood. 

“He treats everybody so kindly, and it is fantastic that even after 50 years, he still loves his 
job. We are so grateful to have him on our team, and he deserves all the adoration for this 
amazing career milestone.” 

ENDS 

About Avanti West Coast       

Avanti West Coast, operator of intercity rail services on the West Coast Main Line, is a joint venture 
between FirstGroup and Trenitalia, delivering a cleaner, greener railway that drives the West Coast 
forward. Avanti West Coast serves key UK cities, including London, Birmingham, Manchester, 
Liverpool, Glasgow as well as North Wales.  

We’re on a mission to be the transport of choice – connecting customers and communities along 
the West Coast. Our award-winning Pendolino refurbishment programme transformed the UK’s 
hardest working fleet with all 56 of the iconic trains providing best-in-class comfort.   

Our Evero fleet, which offers more seats, improved comfort, and a substantial cut to carbon 
emissions, was introduced in June 2024 and is the result of a £350m investment in sustainable 
travel. Built by Hitachi, the 23-strong fleet, consisting of 10 seven-carriage electric trains and 13 
five-carriage bi-modes, serves routes from London to the Midlands, Chester, North Wales and the 
North West.   

We want to make a positive difference to the people and places we serve – helping to drive 
economic growth, green travel, and break down barriers. Our efforts to contribute to society and 
enable people to benefit from the opportunities rail offers through purpose-led initiatives including 
Feel Good Field Trips and award-winning female driver recruitment campaign has seen us create 
over £1billion in social value impact.   



 

  

 

 

 

 

We’re tackling climate change wherever we can, from reducing energy and water use to training 
drivers in eco-driving techniques and sourcing food and drink from local suppliers. Our goal is to be 
net zero carbon by 2031. We’re on track.  

For the latest news, visit the Avanti West Coast Media 
Centre: https://newsdesk.avantiwestcoast.co.uk/  

Press Office: 0845 000 3333  

 

 


