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Local brewery helps transform disused spot at Lancaster station  

• Avanti West Coast, Lancaster Brewery and Network Rail restore former storeroom 

• Works to transform station’s Grade II Listed building into pub now complete  

• New venue at Lancaster station celebrates region’s railway heritage  

A new pub has opened its doors at Lancaster station following works by a local brewery, 

Avanti West Coast and Network Rail to lovingly restore a space which remained unused 

for more than 40 years   

Tite & Locke, a cask and keg beer emporium owned by Lancaster Brewery, is located on 

platform three in what was previously the station’s old storeroom.  

Lancaster Brewery, Avanti West Coast, Network Rail and The Railway Heritage Trust joined 

together to carefully transform part of the Grade II Listed building, which has remained 

empty since it was used as a storeroom more than four decades ago.  

The pub’s name celebrates two men who played a key part in Lancaster’s railway – 

architect, William Tite, who designed Lancaster station in the 1800s; and engineer, Joseph 

Locke, whose greatest legacy is the West Coast Main Line. 

Adorned with rail memorabilia and featuring an original fireplace and tiled floor, which 

have been hidden for many years, Tite & Locke gives a nod to Lancaster’s railway heritage.  

Efforts to give the space a new lease of life is part of the intercity operator’s commitment 

to work with local SMEs (small and medium-sized enterprises) and make its stations part 

of the communities they serve.  

Tite & Locke is Lancaster Brewery’s latest venue to open in the region and is the first of its 

kind for the brewer - offering customers the chance to spot trains or catch a glimpse of 

the showcase beer cellar.   

Michael Byrne, Avanti West Coast Station Manager at Lancaster, said: “We want to 

champion local businesses, so it has been great to work with Lancaster Brewery who 

shared our aspiration to transform this beautiful building and celebrate the region’s railway 

heritage.  



 

  

 

 

 

 

“We’re delighted to see Tite & Locke open its doors and are proud to have played our part 

in bringing a new lease of life to this area of the station. We’re sure this unique space will 

be enjoyed by the local community and those travelling to and from Lancaster by train for 

many years to come.” 

Phil Simpson, Director of Lancaster Brewery, said: “It’s really been a long-haul involving 

years of discussion, work and worry but it’s clear all the pain has been worthwhile. It’s a 

beautiful little pub, in a fascinating location with a uniquely diverse customer base. Our 

thanks to Avanti West Coast and Network Rail who have proven to be insightful, 

encouraging, and inspirational partners.” 

Rory Kingdon, Senior Sponsor at Network Rail, said: “The design of the new public house 

at Lancaster station is not only sympathetic to the historic nature of the building, but it 

also delivers a new leisure facility for passengers, making this key West Coast Main Line 

transport hub an even more welcoming place to be. 

“With the rail network bustling again, we’re calling on businesses, health care providers, 

charities and community groups, to make use of the rooms within rail stations and the 

high footfall of people they bring, to develop their potential.”  

Tim Hedley-Jones, Executive Director of the Railway Heritage Trust, said: “The Railway 

Heritage Trust has been pleased to support the Lancaster Brewery in the development of 

the Tite and Locke pub. We are very pleased with what has been created. It aligns well 

with our objective of bringing redundant space back into use at listed stations while at the 

same time creating a great new facility for customers.”  

ENDS 

About Lancaster Brewery  

Lancaster Brewery is a multi-award-winning regional brewer of beer, born and brewed in the North 

West of England.  

Lancaster Brewery has four popular beers that form our core range – Lancaster Blonde, Amber, Red 

and Black and we also produce monthly specials and seasonal beers from our purpose built 

brewery located on the outskirts of Lancaster.  

Our beer is available far and wide, in cask and in bottles in great pubs across the UK and as far 

afield as Latvia and China.  



 

  

 

 

 

 

We do brewing properly. No fuss, no shortcuts, just proper old fashioned brewing using freshly 

milled malt (milled on site the same day that we brew), whole-leaf hops and live yeast that, 

combined with our expertise, produces some of the best beer in the country.  

https://www.lancasterbrewery.co.uk/  

About Avanti West Coast  

Avanti West Coast, operator of intercity rail services on the West Coast Main Line, is a joint venture 

between FirstGroup and Trenitalia, delivering a cleaner, greener railway that drives the West Coast 

forward.  

We’re on a mission to revolutionise train travel, linking together the towns and major cities of the 

UK to create an iconic railway the country can be proud of. We’ve got big plans including a fleet of 

new intercity trains, as well as the complete refurbishment of the existing Pendolino train fleet. We 

will introduce more train services every week with new routes added, and a much-improved 

onboard service with enhanced free Wi-Fi, plug sockets, 25,000 brand new seats and improved 

catering. Since 8 December 2019, passengers have benefitted from improved passenger 

compensation, available for journeys delayed by just 15 minutes.  

For the latest news, visit the Avanti West Coast Media Room: 

https://newsdesk.avantiwestcoast.co.uk/ 
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