House of Lords debate the King’s Speech: Justice and Home Affairs

Wednesday 24 July

In his Maiden Speech to the House, Prisons Minister, Lord Timpson (L), told Peers:

The criminal justice system is there to keep the public safe but shouldn’t hold back the one
in four working-age people in the UK with a criminal record from getting jobs, and that
stable work was vital to stop reoffending.

He repeated Labour’s plans to rebuild neighbourhood policing, get officer back the beat,
drive higher policing standards, and tackle VAWG, knife crime, ASB, retail crime, assaults
on shop workers, spiking.

That too often justice had either been delayed or denied to victims due to court delays,
and that HMG will work with the judiciary to fast-track rape cases and strengthen the
powers of the Victims’ Commissioner.

He reiterated HMG’s commitment to implement a “Hillsborough law” to place a legal duty
of candour on public servants and authorities.

That HMG will bring forward Martyn’s law, the legislation intended to strengthen the
security of public premises and events.

Responding, Conservative Spokesperson, Lord Stewart of Direleton, KC, said:

He welcomed HMG’s intention to sort out the “many cultural failings that we have seen in
the police. Police leaders have a job to do in rebuilding public trust’.

He asked whether there will be legislation to address other matters on the back of the
Manchester Arena atrocity, such as the response of the emergency services to the first
999 calls and the concerns that the venue’s security staff had about the offender’s
behaviour which they did not air due to fear of being accused of racism.

He asked whether it was an appropriate use of legislative time to set out a specific offence
around assaults on retail workers when it could be dealt with by the court’s sentencing
considerations.

He questioned whether HMG’s aim to halve VAWG was, while a laudable aim, essentially
a “meaningless statement” due to the hugely complex nature of the issue.

Lib Dem Spokesperson, Baroness Doocey, said:

“Policing in this country is not working properly”, and that the public have little faith that the
police will turn up or solve their crime, that a quarter of forces are in special measures,
that less than six in every hundred reported crimes results in a charge of summons, and
that 40% of cases are closed due to being unable to identify a suspect.

She said that police were under attack from all sides and resigning at an unprecedented
rate.

“Police have become the service of first resort”, stretched to breaking point, covering gaps
in other agencies. She said police are also picking up the pieces from court backlogs, full
prisons and an overwhelmed probation service.

She called for policing to be given extra funding to pay for neighbourhood policing, adding
that if chiefs are forced to find savings to pay for this it will simply mean more officers doing
back-office tasks instead of proactive policing.
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She said the police lack the skills and resources to tackle fraud and computer misuse, with
new recruits having to adapt to outdated IT systems, and that police have not seen the
benefited of Al. She said police need 21%-century tools to fight 21%-century crime.

Violence Against Women and Girls (VAWG):

Baroness Royall of Blaisdon (Lab) mentioned the College / NPCC report into VAWG and
welcomed the government commitment to tackle it, as well as rape and sexual assault
units in every police station. She also welcomed the government’s determination to
improve the criminal justice system’s response to stalking.

Baroness Gohir (CB) welcomed the pledge to halve VAWG but said to be successful the
government will need to tackle the online radicalisation of young boys into extreme
misogyny by toxic influencers. She added that when it comes to minorityO-ethnic
communities what is killing women is domestic abuse, where minority-ethnic women are
overrepresented by 22%, but this does not get the same attention as abuses linked to
cultural practices, and called for a public consultation to look into the contributing factors.
She said that police data showed the vast majority of hate crime perpetrators against
Muslim women were white men, and considered this a form of gener-based violence,
which she thinks should be included in VAWG strategies.

Baroness Hughes of Stretford (L) said there was a culture of entitlement and misogyny
among many men, and mentioned the NPCC report into VAWG as laying bare the need
for urgent robust action. She added that she believes a high-profile, cross-government,
whole-system approach led at Cabinet level was required, and replicated in every locality
by a strong inter-agency partnership.

Baroness Chakrabarti (L) said the diagnosis of a ‘national emergency’ around VAWG by
police chiefs shows it is both a scandal and a priority, and said if chief constables continue
to request new powers to discipline errant officers, they should be approved. She also said
that police deployment of facial recognition and Al should be regulated by statute and
called for an end to political interference in police public order operations.

Baroness Jones of Moulsecoombe (G) said that there was a lack of prosecution for rape
and sexual assault and increasing threats to women politicians, that VAWG has reached
record levels and that misogyny must be made a hate crime.

Baroness Owen of Alderley Edge (C) asked about tech-facilitated VAWG, saying she was
disappointed there was no mention of image-based abuse. She said she was incredibly
concerned about the taking of non-consensual intimate images, as well as sexually-explicit
deepfakes and the fact that it is not illegal to create them.

Baroness Ludford (LD) said she welcomed the duty of candour, but noted the inadequacy
of action against stalkers. She raised concern about threats by trans-rights activists and
asked whether the police response has been adequate.

Retail Crime and Violence:

Baroness Bray of Coln (C) said there is an out-of-control issue of retail violence and a
significant amount of under-reporting to the police. She welcomed the specific offence of
assaulting a retail worker and said retail crime must be higher up on the policing agenda
alongside more police on patrol.
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Neighbourhood Policing / Duty of Candour

Lord Sharpe of Epsom (C), former HO Minister in the Lords, said he applauded the focus
on neighbourhood policing but noted the previous government’ delivery of 20,000 police
officers.

The Lord Bishop of Manchester said that visible neighbourhood policing and responding
to every crime is vital if we are to recover the level of confidence in policing that Peel’s
vision requires. He welcomed the duty of candour being in the King’'s Speech, asked how
Ministers will take forward the recommendations of the Independent Inquiry into Child
Sexual Abuse, and called for an inquiry into the events at Orgreave during the miners’
strike.

Lord Marks of Henley-on-Thames (LD) said they welcomed the proposed Crime and
Policing bill as they support community policing and recognise its importance for trust and
confidence.

Baroness Fox of Buckley (non-affl) asked whether the issues in society were really due to
the police not having enough powers, rather than a deep-seated cultural problem of
declining respect in society, and whether rebranding discredited ASBOs was the answer.
She said that these behaviour orders do not specify particular offences, meaning they can
be used by police in a subjective, expansive and arbitrary fashion, often reinforcing a sense
of unfair two-tier policing.

Victims

Baroness Newlove (C), the Victims’ Commissioner, said it was vital that allowing people
out of prison did not compromise victim safety or erode victim’s confidence in the criminal
justice system. She welcomed mention of support for victims of ASB, and called for the
government to go further than what is already in the Victims and Prisoners Act to ensure
police cannot routinely access sensitive information about victims.

Lord Marks of Henley-on-Thames (LD) welcomed the Victims, Courts and Public
Protection Bill for strengthening what was already passed in the Victims and Prisoners Act.
He repeated concerns from Baroness Newlove about victims finding their privacy and
digital records invaded, which deters victims from becoming involved in the criminal
process.

Justice / Reoffending

The Lord Bishop of Gloucester said that the narrative that streets will be safer with more
people locked up is not backed up by the evidence, seeing continued reoffending and
more victims. He called for a fresh look at education, rehabilitation and purposeful training
in prisons and on the outside, as well as tackling root causes.

Lord Shamash (L) said the criminal justice system is starved of resources and the lack of
resourcing for lawyers means that representation of those arrested is at risk, especially as
the police carry on their work and make more arrests.

Fraud
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o Lord Sharpe of Epsom (C), former HO Minister in the Lords, said he hoped HMG would
continue to work with the previous online fraud charter to tackle the growing issue of fraud.

Extremism and National Security

e Lord Wolfson of Tredegar (C) said the safety of public venues from terrorism was
important, but that we had to go beyond that and be unyielding against those who commit,
fund and advocate for terrorism.

e Baroness Manningham-Buller (CB) said that in order for national security to work there
had to be secrets, and while she understood why there was legislation around a duty of
candour, unless we maintain secrets in intelligence work we will soon have no intelligence.
She called for the approach to national security to remain cross-party and not party
political.

e Lord Kirkhope of Harrogate (C) said we need effective ways of combating serious
international crime and that he regretted that the UK no longer had full access to the
Schengen Information System, which hampers law enforcement, and called for HMG to
expedite the rollout of I-LEAP. He also said it was crucial to have a regulatory framework
around Al.

e Lord Mann (L), HMG’s independent adviser on anti-Semitism, said there was a growing
problem of extremism involving people who do not intend to break the law, but whose
entire approach and ideology is to destroy democracy and the system in which we live. He
mention the growing targeting of Jewish people, organised by extremists.

Governance

o Lord Paddick (Non-afl) said the current governance structure of policing was complex and
allowed the HO to absolve itself of responsibility but also makes it harder for it to drive
change, achieve savings and focus policing on HMG’s priorities. He said the operational
independence of chief constables and the political independence of PCCs created a
barrier to policing reform if chiefs or PCCs decide to resist them. He askd what evidential
test would be applied to the proposed automatic suspension of police officers being
investigated for domestic abuse or sexual offences.

Protests

o Baroness Jones of Moulsecoombe (G) said there has been a draconian clampdown on
climate protesters that needed to be stopped. She also noted misogyny as part of the “spy
cops” inquiry, saying it had demonstrated misogyny by many officers.

The debate was concluded by another maiden speech - that of HO Minister Lord (David)
Hanson of Flint who spoke of HMG’s drive for “refocusing law and order, and making sure that
we invest in policing but also deal things that matter to people. Anti-social behaviour, knife
crime and retail crime matter to people, and we have to respect that concern by putting in
place legislation that will support police powers to deal with those.”
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