Hatfield Colliery spoil heap slip – effect upon engineering works

Network Rail has deferred a number of engineering works to accommodate the services which were diverted during the disruption caused by the spoil heap slip at Hatfield colliery. This includes the programme of renewals on the GNGE line.  The GNGE line runs from Peterborough to Doncaster via Spalding, Lincoln and Gainsborough.  A large portion of this route has been used for the diversion of freight, causing a significant re-plan of work.

Work on Selby Swing bridge and bridges in Hull, track works and level crossing upgrades have also been deferred.  This work is reliant upon the route through Hatfield & Stainforth being available for the diversion of passenger services to Hull.
Signalling work at Sudforth Lane and Thrumpton has also been re-planned.  However, Network Rail has used the opportunity of the line at Hatfield & Stainforth being blocked to bring forward some engineering works.  These include the schemes listed below.
Stainforth West Junction

The renewal of switches and crossings (S&C) at Stainforth West Junction was brought forward. This involved the replacement of six crossovers and two turnouts.

Originally planned to be completed over five weekends which would have disrupted rail services the work is being completed in June while the line is already blocked. 

In May several hundred yards of track drainage was renewed at Stainforth West ahead of the original programme.  

Track renewal at Thorne 

Work to replace track, ballast, sleepers and rail which was planned for 2014/15 has been competed over seven days during the disruption.  This involved completely replacing 652 yards of track and removing 90 yards of redundant sidings. This acceleration of work will significantly reduce disruption on this route as blockages of the line planned in 14/15 will now no longer be required. 

Thorne North Embankment
Around a mile of earthwork stabilisation has been completed between Thorne junction and Thorne North station.  This will allow for more reliable rail services in the future and also gives maintenance teams safe access to the track while trains are running.  The work involved the installation of 952 steel piles which are five metres long each. This was planned over 18 Saturday night shifts, starting in September. Because of improved access caused by the rail diversions the main work was completed in just six weeks

Keadby Bridge 

Keadby Drawbridge is a retractable bridge where the bridge structure carrying the railway can be retracted into an adjacent pit using wheels running on rails, pulled by a series of motorised winches.  It has undergone regular maintenance to address the increasing vertical and horizontal movements of the track caused by the effects of heavy and frequent rail traffic travelling between Scunthorpe and Doncaster. Work carried out during the Hatfield blockade has allowed a temporary speed restriction imposed because of this movement to be lifted – improving train performance on the route.

Althorpe Bridge

Speed restrictions were in place over both tracks on King George V Bridge at Althorpe, just west of Scunthorpe. Approximately 80% of the timbers on the bridge are being replaced.  This, combined with other works to the structure will see both restrictions lifted by the time the line reopens.  This work was planned for 2015/16.
A programme of intensive maintenance works has also been completed in the area as well as minor works on structures to facilitate inspections.
As well as reducing disruption to passenger and freight services, bringing work forward will help to improve performance on the route and reduce costs for the specific jobs involved.  
