

New national practice bank to support tackling crime

The College of Policing has launched a practice bank to support forces and policing partners to work together to share practice. 

Police forces and criminal justice partners up and down the country put in a great deal of effort to develop new tactics, approaches and interventions to reduce crime and keep people safe. But currently, this work is being carried out in isolation, which means others are missing out on opportunities to learn about alternative strategies that could support them and their communities. 

The College of Policing’s practice bank supports forces and organisations with an interest in policing to find and share tactics, approaches and interventions to help reduce crime. It includes examples from individual forces, detailing how they have developed problem solving strategies and early interventions to tackle issues such as homicide, violence against women and girls, burglary and recruitment and retention of diverse staff. 
 
Finding and sharing practice examples 

You can access the practice bank on the College of Policing website. Here you’ll find examples of approaches to diverting crime, preventing crime and reducing reoffending, as well as organisational interventions such as recruitment, retention and culture change strategies. 

The practice bank includes non-sensitive information about interventions that have been tried by individuals, forces or other organisations with an interest in reducing crime. All examples are clearly labelled as ‘worked’, ‘promising’, ‘new/innovative’ or ‘didn’t work’. Where possible, examples will also include links to the best available evidence from the crime reduction toolkit and contact information for the contributor for more information. 

You can easily share a practice example yourself by completing the online practice sharing form. Your intervention does not have to be evaluated yet. 


Smarter practice 

The practice bank will also include examples of ‘smarter practice’. Smarter practice refers to activity that has been tried in a force, reviewed jointly by the College of Policing, HMICFRS and NPCC, written up to share with other forces, and considered suitable for further testing. 

The homicide prevention framework includes a number of smarter practice examples. This online framework brings together the best available evidence to support police forces and policing partners to reduce crimes that can lead to homicide. 

Other resources to support evidence-based policing 

The practice bank can be used in combination with the College of Policing ‘What works’ resources, including the crime reduction toolkit and research projects map:  

· The crime reduction toolkit summarises the best-available evidence relating to crime reduction interventions.  
· The research projects map shares relevant, ongoing research related to policing and crime reduction at master’s level and above.  

For further information and to access the practice bank, visit the College of Policing website. 
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