Press Release

1 January 2026
Avanti West Coast trains start diverting via historic line during essential engineering work

e Avanti West Coast services running on the Settle to Carlisle line for next two
weeks

e Intercity operator is using its Class 805 Evero fleet to keep customers moving
by rail during engineering works

o Network Rail is replacing a rail bridge which takes the West Coast Main Line
over M6 near Penrith

Avanti West Coast has started running trains on the historic Settle to Carlisle line to
keep customers moving across the North West during major engineering works for the
next two weeks.

The 07.54 departure this morning, 1 January 2026, from Wigan to Carlisle was the first
intercity passenger service to use the 73-mile-long railway in over 10 years.

Renowned for its beautiful scenery and rich heritage, the line is being used as a
diversionary route until 15 January while the West Coast Main Line is blocked
between Preston and Carlisle. During this period, Network Rail are replacing Clifton
Bridge, which takes the railway over the M6 motorway near Penrith in Cumbria.

Avanti West Coast is running a shuttle service, using their bi-mode Class 805 Evero
trains, roughly every two hours non-stop via the Settle to Carlisle route.

The intercity operator has worked in close collaboration with Network Rail and the
wider railway industry to keep customers travelling by rail and avoid lengthy bus
journeys where possible during the engineering works.

Avanti West Coast is using its Class 805 Evero bi-mode fleet which was introduced in
June 2024 and normally run on the operator's North Wales, West Midlands and
Blackpool routes. These trains are able to run on electric or diesel power, therefore
with no overhead power wires on the Settle to Carlisle line, the operator is utilising the
diesel capability of its new fleet to keep customers moving during the engineering
works.

There are some changes on the routes normally served by the Class 805 Evero trains
whilst they are running on the Settle to Carlisle diversion. Customers travelling during
these two weeks are advised to check before they travel.
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Andy Mellors, Managing Director at Avanti West Coast, said: “We are running services
on the Settle to Carlisle route to keep customers moving by train across the North
West, and give them the best travelling experience possible.

“Today marks the conclusion of months of extensive planning alongside Network Rail
and other operators, and | am delighted to see these services come into fruition to
keep the North West open for rail travel during these planning engineering works."

Phil James, Network Rail's North West Route Director, said: “The replacement of
Clifton bridge over the M6 near Penrith is a crucial piece of railway work that will
mean safer and more reliable journeys for passengers for the next 120 years.

“During this essential closure of the West Coast Main Line, we've worked with Avanti
West Coast to divert services via the iconic Settle to Carlisle line, which gives
passengers the option to continue to travel by rail wherever possible. I'd like to thank
passengers for their patience during this work."

Until 5 January, the railway will also be blocked just south of Preston, meaning on
these days the diverted services are running between Wigan North Western and
Carlisle. For the remainder of the two weeks, these trains will operate to and from
Preston.

With some of the diverted services extending to and from Crewe and the West
Midlands, customers are advised to plan their journeys in advance.

Those travelling from Birmingham, Manchester and London to Carlisle and Scotland
should go via the East Coast Main Line using other operators. For those wishing to
travel to and from Lancaster, Oxenholme and Penrith, a rail replacement bus service
will be in operation.

ENDS

About Avanti West Coast

Avanti West Coast, operator of intercity rail services on the West Coast Main Line, is a joint venture
between FirstGroup and Trenitalia, delivering a cleaner, greener railway that drives the West Coast
forward. Avanti West Coast serves key UK cities, including London, Birmingham, Manchester,
Liverpool, Glasgow as well as North Wales.
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We're on a mission to be the transport of choice — connecting customers and communities along
the West Coast. Our award-winning Pendolino refurbishment programme transformed the UK's
hardest working fleet with all 56 of the iconic trains providing best-in-class comfort.

Our Evero fleet, which offers more seats, improved comfort, and a substantial cut to carbon
emissions, was introduced in June 2024 and is the result of a £350m investment in sustainable
travel. Built by Hitachi, the 23-strong fleet, consisting of 10 seven-carriage electric trains and 13
five-carriage bi-modes, serves routes from London to the Midlands, Chester, North Wales and the
North West.

We want to make a positive difference to the people and places we serve — helping to drive
economic growth, green travel, and break down barriers. Our efforts to contribute to society and
enable people to benefit from the opportunities rail offers through purpose-led initiatives including
Feel Good Field Trips and award-winning female driver recruitment campaign has seen us create
over £1billion in social value impact.

We're tackling climate change wherever we can, from reducing energy and water use to training
drivers in eco-driving techniques and sourcing food and drink from local suppliers. Our goal is to be
net zero carbon by 2031. We're on track.

For the latest news, visit the Avanti West Coast Media Centre:
https://newsdesk.avantiwestcoast.co.uk/

Press Office: 0845 000 3333
About Network Rail

We own, operate and develop Britain's railway infrastructure; that's 20,000 miles of track, 30,000
bridges, tunnels and viaducts and the thousands of signals, level crossings and stations. We run 20
of the UK's largest stations while all the others, over 2,500, are run by the country's train operating
companies.

Usually, there are almost five million journeys made in the UK and over 600 freight trains run on
the network. People depend on Britain's railway for their daily commute, to visit friends and loved
ones and to get them home safe every day. Our role is to deliver a safe and reliable railway, so we
carefully manage and deliver thousands of projects every year that form part of the multi-billion
pound Railway Upgrade Plan, to grow and expand the nation's railway network to respond to the
tremendous growth and demand the railway has experienced - a doubling of passenger journeys
over the past 20 years.

Follow us on Twitter: @networkrail

Visit our online newsroom: www.networkrailmediacentre.co.uk
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