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Home Secretary 

Rt Hon Yvette Cooper  

• First elected for Pontefract and Castleford in 1997 

• Served as junior ministerial roles under Blair and Brown, eventually 

promoted to Chief Secretary to the Treasury in 2008 

• In 2011 she was appointed Shadow Home Secretary, held until 2015. 

• In 2013 proposed the creation of an independent commissioner for victims 

of domestic violence and sexual abuse 

• In 2016 was elected as chair of the Home Affairs Select Committee, held 

until 2021 

• In 2021 was re-appointed as Shadow Home Secretary by Keir Starmer and 

held the role until the election.  

• Played a major role in formulating the 2024 manifesto, including pledge to 

half violence against women and girls. Major interest in tackling VAWG, 

sexual offences and anti-social behaviour.   

• Grew up in Hampshire. Father a former General Secretary of the PROSPECT Union (a College of 

Policing recognised union) 

• Comprehensive school education before a 1st class degree in Politics, Philosophy and Economics from 

Balliol College Oxford & scholarship to Harvard 

• 2 daughters and one son with (former MP and Shadow Chancellor / Strictly contestant) Ed Balls, whom 

she married in 1998 (They were the 1st married couple to sit in Cabinet together).  

Home Office Ministers  
 

Dame Diana Johnson DBE – Policing Minister 

• First elected 2005 as Hull’s first female MP 

• Shadow Home Affairs Minister, 2010-15 and is personally close to the 

Home Secretary, Yvette Cooper 

• Succeeded Cooper as Chair of the Commons Home Affairs Select 
Committee 2020-24. 

• Previously a Barrister, London local Councillor in Tower Hamlets and 
member of the London Assembly 

• Dame (2020) for charitable/political services including on the tainted blood 
scandal. 

• Vocal on commercial sexual exploitation and human trafficking (pro 
criminalising those paying for sex)  

• Critical of policing culture, particularly around sexism and VAWG. She suggested that indecent exposure 
should be made a more serious offence.  

• Has sought new laws to liberalise abortion and regulate the sex industry. 
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Dame Angela Eagle DBE – Minister of State 

• First elected in Merseyside in 1992 

• Home Affairs Minister under Blair, 2001-2; promoted to Pensions Minister 

under Brown in 2009 

• Shadow leader of the commons in 2011, Shadow business minister in 2016. 

• Ran for deputy leader (2015) and then against Jeremy Corbyn (2016 – 

dropped out in favour of Owen Smith) but was not given a front bench role 

by Sir Keir Starmer. 

• Outspoken on gender in politics and has championed women’s involvement 

in parliament / business.  

• As the only openly gay woman in the 1997 parliament (the second ever); has suffered homophobic 

abuse at various points in her career and required additional police protection.  

 

Lord  David Hanson KB PC – Minister of State 

Home Affairs Spokesman in the Lords 

• MP for Delyn (North Wales), 1992 to 2019 

• Parliamentary Private Secretary to Sir Tony Blair 

• Minister for Policing and Minister for Justice during the Blair and Brown 

administrations and subsequently shadowed Home Office roles 

• Has campaigned for cystic fibrosis and against solvent abuse.  

• Knighted for public service after losing his seat in 2019 

• Ennobled following 2024 election to rejoin the government.  

 

Dan Jarvis OBE – Minister for Security 

• First elected for Barnsley North in 2011. 

• Appointed Shadow Security Minister in 2023 

• Served with the Parachute Regiment in Iraq and Afghanistan. One of eleven 

Labour MPs with armed forces experience.  

• Campaigned to reform youth justice to focus on early interventions to 

prevent further offending. 

• Briefly served as the inaugural South Yorkshire Regional Mayor 

 

Seema Malhotra – Parliamentary Under Secretary of State 

• First elected for Feltham and Heston (London) at 2011 by-election. 

• 2011-24 Various junior shadow ministerial posts, including as minister for 

preventing violence against women and girls. 

• Parliamentary private secretary to Yvette Cooper, 2016  

• Campaigned to reform youth justice to focus on early interventions to 

prevent further offending. 

• Just before the election spoke about the loss of 75% of PCSOs in the Met 

since 2010. 
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Jess Philllips – Parliamentary Under Secretary of State 

• First elected for Birmingham Yardley in 2015. 

• Appointed as Shadow Minister for Domestic Violence and Safeguarding in 

2020 but resigned in 2023 calling on Labour to do more to protect Gaza. 

(She still endured significant harassment from men opposed to the party’s 

stance and her vote fell by 27% on 4 July, narrowly beating George 

Galloway’s party by 693 votes, apparently due to Gaza). 

• Previously parliamentary private secretary to shadow education minister. 

• Formerly worked for Women’s Aid; a passionate campaigner for women on 

VAWG  

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c4ng3j1pnpqo

