National Librarian Amina Shah said: “A century ago, we were established in the spirit of egalitarianism, where our founders – including Sir Alexander Grant – held the firm belief that the people of Scotland deserved a national library to call their own, one which anyone living here could access. The Act of Parliament states that we exist to collect and preserve the national collections, and make them accessible to the public through our reading rooms, exhibitions and other means of engaging people with Scotland’s culture and heritage. 
“We increased our efforts to reach more and new people with the collections in recent years with great success, and our intention is to accelerate this during the year of our 100th birthday by working in partnership with Scotland’s network of amazing libraries. And so, I’m delighted to announce our centenary programme – a nationwide libraries campaign, our major exhibition, our national tour – all of which have the potential to connect with every individual across the country. It is our ambition that the impact our centenary programme will have on communities throughout Scotland will continue far beyond 2025.”
Angus Robertson MSP, Cabinet Secretary for Constitution, External Affairs and Culture, said: "The National Library of Scotland has been a cornerstone of our nation’s cultural life for a century, preserving and sharing Scotland’s remarkable and complex history. For 100 years, through successive Acts of Parliament and the continued support of the Scottish Government, it has safeguarded our written and recorded heritage, from ancient manuscripts to the digital content of today. 
 "With more than 50 million items in its expert care, freely accessible to everyone, the National Library is one of Scotland’s most precious national institutions. Supporting our languages, reflecting our communities, and protecting our past and present for all those who will come after us. As we mark this centenary, we celebrate not just a building or a collection, but a century of protecting our national library and sharing the knowledge, creativity, and memories of Scotland for generations to come.”
Author, broadcaster and Centenary Champion Damian Barr said: “I believe that stories are for everybody and everybody has a story. My local library saved my life – it gave me a warm, safe place to be and the books were my passports to other worlds. These books helped me change my own story. I was encouraged and supported in my reading by skilled librarians who always found me the right book at the right time. I was a reader long before I was a writer – that’s how every writer starts. The National Library is the home of Scotland’s stories and everybody is welcome, whatever their story.”
Fellow Centenary Champion and author Val McDermid, said: “My parents couldn’t afford books but they understood they were the passport to better life chances than they’d had. But it’s not just writers who have their doors opened to the wider world by libraries. Engineers, lawyers, builders, artists, geographers, mathematicians, musicians… the list is endless. Libraries open windows that let us all fly.”

Councillor Martin Greig, Aberdeen City Council’s culture spokesman, said: “We are delighted to play a key part in the National Library of Scotland's Centenary celebrations.  To mark the event, Aberdeen Art Gallery is displaying for the first time John Forbes' remarkable book, Songs and Fancies. This was Scotland's first secular music book, published in Aberdeen in 1682. John Forbes was the official printer to Aberdeen's town council and university and the book would have been an important guide for those learning music at the time. It is especially welcome to have this historical item on display this year when we celebrate the centenary of our own Cowdray Hall. This excellent concert venue is one of the finest in the country."    
Helen Smout, Chief Executive of Culture Perth and Kinross said: “We are overjoyed to be a key partner in National Library of Scotland’s Centenary celebrations. It is an honour that the Library has entrusted us to display Mary Queen of Scots last letter at Perth Museum in 2026 as part of this programme. This precious document will sit alongside our other iconic displays including the Stone of Destiny.
“Perth and Kinross is at the very heart of Scotland’s story and Mary had significant links to the area, notably her abdication and 11-month imprisonment at Loch Leven Castle. This will be the first time the letter has been seen north of Edinburgh in modern history, and the longest period it will be on public view for more than 20 years.”
National Librarian Amina Shah said: “We’re thrilled at the prospect of people engaging with us in locations around the country. By the time we launch our next strategy in September, our ‘Love Libraries’ campaign will have a presence throughout the country, and we will embark on the first stage of our ‘Outwith’ programme. A key tenet of our new strategy is about connection in all its forms. We look after the collections on behalf of the people who live in Scotland, so our focus will be on helping them access their national collections through community participation and partnerships. 
“While we have a strong digital presence throughout Scotland with at least 40,000 active members at any given time, not everyone can make the trip to visit us in Edinburgh or Glasgow. Through the ‘Outwith’ programme, people will be able to get up close to national treasures that have a resonance specific to their locality. We have learned that people can’t get enough of seeing the actual items. It’s as close as you can get to a particular time in our history or culture.”

