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Siemens Commissions Washwood Heath 

Freight Lengthening Project 
 

Over the weekends of 15/16 and 22/23 February, Siemens Rail Automation suc-

cessfully commissioned the signalling work for the Washwood Heath Freight 

Lengthening Project, with the infrastructure being signed into use at 02:57 on Mon-

day 24 February. 

 

The scope of the company’s work included the design, installation, testing and 

commissioning of new signalling and data in support of the major track re-modelling 

works which have been undertaken by AmeyColas at Washwood Heath West Junc-

tion, Bromford Bridge Junction and Landor Street Junction. 

 

Commenting on the work, Siemens’ Senior Project Manager, Steve Bick said: 
“The project was a true collaboration between Siemens, Network Rail and AmeyCo-

las. Although our work initially covered the requirements of Washwood Heath alone, 

the scope soon expanded to incorporate both Bromford Bridge and Landor Street 

junctions, with all three projects being combined for delivery in a single, nine day 

blockade.  

 

“As a result, we covered all aspects of the project, including delivering complex data 

requirements, the construction of a large cantilever and the recovery of a five-track 

gantry. One of the main installation challenges was the piling technique with 'tor-

sional piles' to allow such a big cantilever to be installed - the boom being longer 

than the leg, which is very unusual.” 
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On the first of the two commissioning weekends, Siemens commissioned into use 

new Trackguard WESTLOCK data for two CIPs, together with new Controlguide 

WESTCAD data on the Water Orton and Washwood Heath workstations at the West 

Midlands Signalling Centre, to allow freight movements to continue during the main 

track blockade. New signals and associated equipment were also commissioned 

into use, along with the recovery of the five-track gantry, which was removed piece 

by piece for subsequent re-use elsewhere on the rail network.  

 

AmeyColas then undertook nine days of track re-laying and re-alignment works, with 

Siemens attending the last shift on Sunday 23 February 2014 to commission into 

use the final signalling system and to provide testing support for the commissioning 

of the new infrastructure.  

 
ENDS  
 
Contact for journalists: 
Siemens plc 

 

Barry Pearson, tel: 07855 752 311 

Email : barry@objectivecomms.co.uk  

 

Emma Whitaker, tel: 079212 46942 

Email: emma.whitaker@siemens.com 

 

For further information and press pictures, please see: www.siemens.co.uk/press 

Follow us on Twitter at: www.twitter.com/siemensuknews 

 
The Siemens Infrastructure & Cities Sector (Munich, Germany) with approximately 90,000 employees, focuses 

on sustainable technologies for metropolitan areas and their infrastructures. Its offering includes products, systems 

and solutions for intelligent traffic management, rail-bound transportation, smart grids, energy efficient buildings, and 

safety and security. The Sector comprises the divisions Building Technologies, Low and Medium Voltage, Mobility 

and Logistics, Rail Systems and Smart Grid. For more information, visit http://www.siemens.com/infrastructure-cities 

 

Siemens Rail Automation (Berlin, Germany) is a business unit within the Mobility and Logistics Division and 

is a global leader in the design, supply, installation and commissioning of track-side and train-borne signalling and 

train control solutions. Its portfolio includes train control, interlocking systems, operations control systems, compo-

nents, track vacancy detection, level-crossing protection, rail communications, and cargo automation for both pas-

senger and freight rail operators. Siemens Rail Automation employs over 9,500 people across a network of offices 

worldwide. In the UK, 1,300 employees operate from offices in Chippenham, London, Croydon, Poole, Birmingham, 
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Ashby-de-la-Zouch, Manchester, York, Glasgow and Newport, delivering both mainline and mass transit pro-

grammes. For more information, visit www.siemens.com/rail-automation. 

http://www.siemens.com/rail-automation

