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West Midlands engineering scholar provided mentorship by Avanti West Coast in UK rail 

first 

• Samraj Ojelay inspired to pursue a railway career through his mentorship with 

Avanti West Coast 

• The operator is the first to directly sponsor students with Arkwright Engineering 

Scholarships 

• The scholarships are awarded to a select number of high-calibre students 

A West Midlands engineering student is now considering a career in rail thanks to 

Avanti West Coast’s involvement in an esteemed UK-wide scholarship scheme. 

Samraj Ojelay has become the first student enrolled on the prestigious Arkwright 

Engineering Scholarship program to be provided mentorship directly by a UK rail 

operator. 

The 17-year-old, who attends Queen Mary's Grammar School in Walsall, spent a week 

with Avanti West Coast’s engineering team earlier this year, as part of the program, to 

learn first-hand what goes on behind the scenes to maintain and improve their trains. 

Throughout his two-year sponsorship, Samraj is being mentored by one of the 

operator’s Fleet Engineers, Andrew Skinner, who boasts extensive experience from his 

time working in the rail industry 

Speaking about his experience and mentorship, Samraj said: “I’m really grateful to 

Avanti West Coast and Andrew for this incredible opportunity. I valued every second 

of my work experience and having a career in rail has now become something that I 

could see myself potentially doing in the future.” 

Arkwright Engineering Scholarships, a programme run by The Smallpeice Trust, are 

awarded to a select number of high-calibre students after a rigorous selection process, 

support recipients through their school A-Levels and encourage them to pursue 

further education opportunities and careers in Engineering, Computing or Technical 

Design. 

In his five days with the intercity operator, the student visited maintenance provider 

Alstom’s Midlands Traincare Centre in Wolverhampton where he witnessed first-hand 

the extensive work that goes into servicing Avanti West Coast’s train fleets. He also 
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met colleagues from the wider business at its offices in Birmingham and London, 

gaining a new perspective on all the roles available on the railway. 

Samraj added: “I had never really thought about a career in rail, but through my work 

with Avanti West Coast and the valuable insights from Andrew, I gained a real 

appreciation for the large scale of their operation. I hadn’t considered nor appreciated 

the level of detail and planning that actually goes into keeping trains running on a day-

to-day basis.” 

“Originally my career thinking was about getting into civil engineering, in particular the 

structural side of it; but now, thanks to my experiences with Avanti, I'm more into 

mechanical engineering and maybe even civil transportation. 

The operator has offered two-year sponsorship to around four Arkwright Engineering 

Scholars every year since 2022, which includes some financial support for studies, and, 

from this year, a week’s work experience and access to a mentor. 

Samraj’s mentor Andrew said: “Samraj is a passionate young engineering prospect who 

has an extremely bright future ahead of him, and it great to hear that he is now 

considering a career in rail after his time with Avanti West Coast. 

“It is important for us to inspire future workforce generations and by mentoring a 

selection of Arkwright Scholarship students we are able to showcase the opportunities 

in rail available to those studying engineering.” 

Chris Byrne, Head of Community Programmes at The Smallpeice Trust, who run the 

Arkwright Engineering Scholarships programme said: “We are incredibly proud to see 

the positive relationships that develop between Scholars like Samraj and sponsors like 

Avanti West Coast. The opportunities that organisations like Avanti offer to our 

Scholars are invaluable for helping them develop and find their way into the world of 

Engineering. It’s always rewarding to see that the impact goes both ways when 

Scholars like Samraj leave such a positive and lasting impression in return.” 
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About Avanti West Coast    

Avanti West Coast, operator of intercity rail services on the West Coast Main Line, is a joint venture 

between FirstGroup and Trenitalia, delivering a cleaner, greener railway that drives the West Coast 

forward. 
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We’re on a mission to revolutionise train travel. Our refurbed Pendolinos returned to the rails in 

June 2024 following a £117m investment programme that’s delivered the best in class comfort. 

Known as the UK’s hardest working fleet, all 56 of these iconic trains have been transformed and 

now boast better seats, improved lighting, new interior carpets, customer-friendly passenger 

information screens, additional luggage space, power points at every seat and refurbished toilets. 

Our new Evero fleet was introduced in June 2024. Built by Hitachi, the 23-strong fleet, consisting of 

10 seven-carriage electric trains and 13 five-carriage bi-modes, will serve routes from London to the 

Midlands, Chester, North Wales and the North West, leading to a substantial cut in carbon 

emissions with an increase in seats, and offering improved comfort. Quieter and roomier, with 

more reliable Wi-Fi, wireless charging for electrical devices and a real-time customer information 

system, these new trains are the result of a £350m investment in sustainable travel. 

We’re tackling climate change wherever we can, from reducing energy and water use to training 

drivers in eco-driving techniques and sourcing food and drink from local suppliers. Our goal is to be 

net zero carbon by 2031. We’re on track.  

For the latest news, visit the Avanti West Coast Media Centre: 

https://newsdesk.avantiwestcoast.co.uk/  

Press Office: 0845 000 3333 

About Arkwright Engineering Scholarships 

Arkwright Engineering Scholarships is a programme within The Smallpeice Trust (a registered 

charity) and are the most esteemed scholarship scheme of its type in the UK, with over 8,000 

Scholarships awarded since it was founded in 1991. 

Through our Arkwright Engineering Scholarships programme we identify, inspire and nurture future 

brilliant Engineers. We do this by awarding Arkwright Engineering Scholarships, through a rigorous 

selection process, to high-calibre students who apply when in Year 11 (England and Wales), S4 

(Scotland), Year 12 (Northern Ireland). Our Arkwright Engineering Scholarships support students 

through their A Levels or Scottish Highers and encourage students to pursue Engineering, 

Computing or technical Design at university or through a higher-level apprenticeship and to pursue 

careers in the field. 

Arkwright Engineering Scholarships are sponsored by an industrial company, university, charitable 

trust, trade association, professional institution, armed service, worshipful company, industry 

regulator or personal donor. 
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