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Staffordshire beer hops onboard Avanti West Coast trains 

• Avanti West Coast partners with Titanic Brewery to serve Staffordshire beer  

• India Pale Ale branded exclusively for train operator’s onboard menu 

• Partnership supports local businesses in Staffordshire   

Avanti West Coast has partnered with a local brewery to serve a beer branded exclusively 

as part of its First Class menu.   

Working with Staffordshire-based, multi award-winning Titanic Brewery, the intercity 

operator has introduced an India Pale Ale (IPA) to its complimentary onboard food and 

beverage offering.   

The beer, which is described by the brewery as being ‘a full-flavoured refreshing session 

IPA’, is part of Titanic’s flagship range. It has been named exclusively ‘First Class IPA’ and is 

available in a unique branded can, which features a train within the label design.  

The collaboration supports Avanti West Coast’s commitment to work with small and 

medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) local to its route. First Class IPA is brewed less than five 

miles from Stoke-on-Trent, supporting 50 jobs in region.  

The launch of the First Class IPA follows the train operator’s work with Titanic Brewery in 

2025 through its Guest Ale feature, which highlights brews from across the West Coast.  

Titanic Brewery’s Centenary Anniversary Ale was available onboard Avanti West Coast’s 

services for a limited time from June 2025, marking 100 years since Stoke-on-Trent 

became a city.   

Rob Taylor, Food and Beverage Development Manager at Avanti West Coast, said: “We’re 

delighted to be working with Titanic Brewery to serve a local beer as part of our First Class 

menu. This collaboration supports our efforts to champion SMEs across our route and 

complements other exclusive produce onboard. Titanic Brewery’s beers have been 

popular with our customers, so it’s great to welcome a new brew which can be sipped 

while whizzing along the west coast at 125mph.”    

Keith Bott MBE, Director at Titanic Brewery, said: “We are absolutely thrilled to have our 

First Class IPA onboard Avanti’s trains. Enjoying a beer as the countryside flashes past is 

incredibly exciting. We have been brewing beer, using only the finest ingredients, in 



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Stoke-on-Trent for 40 years. Now for our beer to be available aboard the very trains that 

run through our city is wonderful. It’s been especially rewarding to hear directly from 

passengers who’ve enjoyed one of our beers as part of their journey home — those 

moments really bring home the value of partnerships like this.”  

ENDS 

About Titanic Brewery     

Founded in Stoke-on-Trent in 1985, Titanic Brewery is a multi-award-winning, independent craft 

brewer renowned for its rich heritage and exceptional beers. Inspired by the city’s industrial roots 

and a passion for quality brewing, Titanic has built a reputation for crafting bold, characterful beers, 

including its flagship Plum Porter and the iconic Steerage. With a commitment to traditional 

brewing methods, premium ingredients, and innovative flavours, the brewery continues to be a 

cornerstone of British ale culture – serving up distinctive pints that celebrate both history and 

community.  

https://www.titanicbrewery.co.uk/  

About Avanti West Coast     

Avanti West Coast, operator of intercity rail services on the West Coast Main Line, is a joint venture 

between FirstGroup and Trenitalia, delivering a cleaner, greener railway that drives the West Coast 

forward. Avanti West Coast serves key UK cities, including London, Birmingham, Manchester, 

Liverpool, Glasgow as well as North Wales. 

We’re on a mission to be the transport of choice – connecting customers and communities along 

the West Coast. Our award-winning Pendolino refurbishment programme transformed the UK’s 

hardest working fleet with all 56 of the iconic trains providing best-in-class comfort.  

Our Evero fleet, which offers more seats, improved comfort, and a substantial cut to carbon 

emissions, was introduced in June 2024 and is the result of a £350m investment in sustainable 

travel. Built by Hitachi, the 23-strong fleet, consisting of 10 seven-carriage electric trains and 13 

five-carriage bi-modes, serves routes from London to the Midlands, Chester, North Wales and the 

North West.  

We want to make a positive difference to the people and places we serve – helping to drive 

economic growth, green travel, and break down barriers. Our efforts to contribute to society and 

enable people to benefit from the opportunities rail offers through purpose-led initiatives including 

Feel Good Field Trips and award-winning female driver recruitment campaign has seen us create 

over £1billion in social value impact.  

https://www.titanicbrewery.co.uk/


 

  

 

 

 

 

 

We’re tackling climate change wherever we can, from reducing energy and water use to training 

drivers in eco-driving techniques and sourcing food and drink from local suppliers. Our goal is to be 

net zero carbon by 2031. We’re on track. 

For the latest news, visit the Avanti West Coast Media 

Centre: https://newsdesk.avantiwestcoast.co.uk/ 

Press Office: 0845 000 3333 
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