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Definition Flash delivers enhanced cardiac 
imaging at Freeman Hospital 
 

Freeman Hospital, part of the Newcastle upon Tyne Hospitals NHS Foundation 

Trust, has recently installed a SOMATOM® Definition Flash from Siemens 

Healthcare. The hospital is one of the first to benefit from Siemens’ Stellar Detector 

technology that virtually eliminates electronic noise. The Definition Flash has 

enabled Freeman Hospital to deliver enhanced cardiac imaging to patients as part of 

its role as a Regional Cardiothoracic Centre, in addition to providing enhanced 

vascular, oncology, urology and paediatric imaging. 

 

The Definition Flash incorporates two X-ray tubes for Flash Spiral scanning, 

enabling whole body scanning in less than five seconds while delivering the right 

dose to the patient - that is the most appropriate dose for that specific patient with 

regard to the diagnostic image quality required. The system’s use of Stellar 

Detectors featuring TrueSignal Technology enables the Definition Flash to supply 

ultra-thin slices with high spatial resolution and minimal noise levels. 

 

The iterative re-construction of images from the Definition Flash’s use of SAFIRE 

technology supports dose reduction and a rapid workflow. Freeman Hospital is also 

implementing SAFIRE on its existing Definition AS system from Siemens Healthcare 

to ensure consistency across all CT systems. 

 

“We chose the SOMATOM Definition Flash because with its low dose, rapid 

scanning and dual energy capabilities, it was the best system for our needs and the 

needs of our patients,” states Graeme Hughes, Senior Superintendent Radiographer 

and Manager at Freeman Hospital. “The radiographers using the system enjoy its 

ease of use, while the speed of scanning, enhanced image quality and reduction in 

dose greatly enhances not only the patient experience but the Trust’s CT service as 
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a whole”. 

 

“Freeman Hospital chose the Definition Flash to enable it to deliver excellent cardiac 

imaging to patients, an important factor given its responsibility as a Regional 

Cardiothoracic Centre,” states Neil Lincoln, Northern Sales Manager at Siemens 

Healthcare. “The system delivers accurate and fast imaging, while its right dose 

capabilities ensure patients receive the appropriate dose and diagnostic image 

quality.”  

 
Notes to Editor: 
The Definition Flash came into full operational service at Freeman Hospital in 

November 2012. 

 
Contact for journalists: 

Siemens plc 

Laura Bennett, phone: 01276 696374 

E-mail: laura.bennett@siemens.com 

 

Media Safari 

Marc Gossage / Jon Wilcox, phone: 01225 471202 

E-mail: jonw@mediasafari.co.uk  

 

For further information and press pictures, please see: www.siemens.co.uk/press 

Follow us on Twitter at: www.twitter.com/siemensuknews 

 
The Siemens Healthcare Sector is one of the world's largest suppliers to the healthcare industry and a trendsetter 

in medical imaging, laboratory diagnostics, medical information technology and hearing aids. Siemens offers its 

customers products and solutions for the entire range of patient care from a single source – from prevention and 

early detection to diagnosis, and on to treatment and aftercare. By optimising clinical workflows for the most 

common diseases, Siemens also makes healthcare faster, better and more cost-effective. Siemens Healthcare 

employs some 51,000 employees worldwide and operates around the world. For further information please visit: 

http://www.siemens.co.uk/healthcare. 

 

Picture caption:  
Freeman Hospital, part of the Newcastle upon Tyne Hospitals NHS Foundation 

Trust, has installed a SOMATOM® Definition Flash from Siemens Healthcare. The 

hospital is one of the first to benefit from Siemens’ Stellar Detector technology that 

virtually eliminates electronic noise. Left to right: Neil Lincoln, Regional Sales 
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Manager at Siemens Healthcare; Dr Michelle Muller, Consultant Radiologist; Sharon 

Iles, Cross site CT Superintendent Radiographer; Graeme Hughes, Senior 

Superintendent Radiographer and Manager at Freeman Hospital. 

 

 


