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Onclusive's CEO Index dashboard 
measures and analyses earned media 
coverage about the world’s top CEOs from 
the US and Europe’s biggest listed 
companies. The purpose of the analysis is 
to compare profiles of CEOs in top tier 
media publications and the impact they’re 
making.

Inside this edition of the CEO Index 
quarterly report, we look back at Q3 (July 1 - 
Sept 28, 2023) and examine how leading 
CEOs have been performing in the media 
and examines:

• Which sectors and countries had the 
most talked about CEOs in the media

• Which countries’ media had the greatest 
share of voice

• What themes were most widely 
discussed in relation to CEOs

• Which CEOs made the biggest impact on 
a global and national scale

• How CEOs in the Automotive sector 
performed

• Which CEOs made the greatest impact in 
relation to the theme of Regulation

The CEO Index from Onclusive measures 
media coverage of the CEOs from the US 
Fortune 100, UK FTSE 100, French CAC 40, 
German DAX 30, Swiss SMI 30, Spanish 
IBEX 35, Italian IT 40 and Irish Euronext 
Dublin 20. Companies may be listed on 
more than one index on our dashboard but 
will be assigned to one index within this 
report.

The analysis is based on the top 165 online 
news outlets, newspapers, and business 
magazines across the US and Europe. The 
data is updated monthly.

An impact score (ranging from –10 to 10) is 
applied to each CEO mention calculated by 
media source reach and authority, 
prominence of CEO within the article, 
sentiment, and social amplification.

Volumes refer to the number of CEO 
mentions.

All CEO mentions are tagged in relation to 
five key topics:

• Financial performance – financial results, 
investment rounds, and stock prices

• Leadership – strategy, M&A, thought 
leadership, relations with senior industry 
leaders, and shareholders

• Sustainability - environment, diversity 
and inclusion, employee and supplier 
engagement, and fairness

• Innovation - new tech, R&D, product 
launches, and design

• Regulation – political & public affairs, 
transparency, governance, and litigation

Access the CEO Index Dashboard
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Global CEO Media Mentions: Sectors & Themes

CEO mentions by sector: Top 10 sectors

CEO mentions by country Share of voice by theme*

Information Technology CEOs overtook their Banking and Finance counterparts this quarter to 
lead comfortably by media mentions, while Automotive executives remained in third place. 
Compared to Q2, Travel and Hospitality CEO mentions grew by two thirds, while there were half 
as many in Aerospace and Defence.

The global top ten included four Information Technology executives (Mark Zuckerberg: 1st, Tim 
Cook: 4th, Satya Nadella: 9th, Sundar Pichai: 10th ), while two of Q2’s Banking and Finance leaders 
returned in the form of Warren Buffet (7th) and Sergio Ermotti (8th). JPMorgan Chase’s Jamie 
Dimon and LVMH’S Bernard Arnault departed the top ten globally, falling to 14th and 13th position 
respectively. Michael O’Leary (Ryanair, 5th) and Bernard Looney (BP, 6th) were new entrants in Q3.

More than half of CEO mentions in Q3 featured the Innovation theme, while 43% related to 
Regulation. Political scrutiny of technology companies continued to be a key driver for the 
latter, especially in the US, while Automotive CEOs’ efforts to accelerate EV production were a 
key factor in the former. 
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Click on the flags for stats and insights for each country's leading CEO.

Mark 
Zuckerberg

Meta
3,105 mentions 

Michael O’Leary
Ryanair

562 mentions

Bernard 
Looney

BP
548 mentions 

José María 
Álvarez-Pallete

Telefónica
211 mentions

Sergio Ermotti
UBS Group

457 mentions 

Andrea Orcel
UniCredit

91 mentions

Bernard Arnault
LVMH

376 mentions 

Oliver Zipse
BMW

318 mentions 

Top CEOs by Country

Our consultancy team analyses media reaction to understand the strengths and weaknesses 
of your competitors, and to create benchmarks to assess your own performance.

Find out More

https://onclusive.com/en-gb/what-we-do/insights-consultancy/competitor-risk-analysis/


CEO mentions by country

Prominent themes by country

As in the previous quarter, 70% of CEOs in the global top ten represented US-listed companies.
The UBS chief Sergio Ermotti returned for Switzerland, while Ireland and the UK featured courtesy of 
Ryanair’s Michael O’Leary and BP’s Bernard Looney.

FTSE CEO mentions overtook those of DAX40 leaders in Q3. The latter remained comfortably ahead 
of CAC40 executives, the German index generating over 1,000 more mentions despite containing the 
same number of constituent stocks. In Europe, Germany’s top ten recorded the highest average 
volume of mentions (188), closely followed by the UK (179) and France (172). 

Leadership was the dominant theme overall and led in all markets except the US and Italy, where 
Innovation prevailed. Regulation took third place, accounting for more than a fifth of all theme 
mentions in all countries. It was most prominent in Ireland, the only market in which it constituted 
more than one quarter of mentions (27%).
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Bernard Looney
BP

Towards the end of August, Mr
Looney featured as a case 
study of executive pay 
increases across the FTSE. 
However, the vast majority of 
the CEO’s mentions occurred 
at the close of the quarter, 
when his failure to disclose 
past relationships with BP 
colleagues resulted in his 
departure from the oil firm.

Despite stepping down as 
NatWest CEO at the end of 
July, Dame Alison Rose saw 
enough mentions to secure 
second place among FTSE 
leaders. Almost all coverage 
concerned the Nigel Farage 
‘debanking’ scandal, which 
wiped hundreds of millions 
from the company’s value and 
ultimately made the CEO’s 
position untenable.

The BAE Systems CEO’s 
meteoric rise up the ranking 
in Q3 was principally due to 
the firm establishing a legal 
entity in Ukraine to explore 
potential partnerships and 
boost arms development in 
the country, specifically light 
artillery guns. Sweden 
awarding BAE Systems a 
$500m order for its Archer 
systems generated mentions 
later in September.

Alison Rose
NatWest Group

Charles Woodburn
BAE Systems

Top Ten CEOs

Leading themes Prominent sectors

Q3 Rank Q2 Rank CEO Company Media Mentions Impact Score

1 6 Bernard Looney BP 548 1.2

2 29 Alison Rose* NatWest Group 365 -3.1

3 2 Wael Sawan Shell plc 155 2.9

4 42 Charles Woodburn BAE Systems 134 3.8

5 3 Ken Murphy Tesco 115 2.0

6 New CEO Paul Thwaite NatWest Group 106 0.2

7 13 Pascal Soriot AstraZeneca 102 2.5

8 New CEO Hein Schumacher Unilever 89 0.9

9 1
Margherita Della 

Valle
Vodafone Group 86 5.5

10 17 Amanda Blanc Aviva 85 3.7
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Media & Communications
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Mining & Materials

*Dame Alison Rose departed the NatWest Group CEO position on 26 July, succeeded in the role by Paul Thwaite.

UK Spotlight
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Q3 Rank Q2 Rank CEO Company Media Mentions Impact Score

1 1 Bernard Arnault LVMH 376 3.4

2 2 Carlos Tavares Stellantis 346 3.2

3 6 François-Henri 
Pinault

Kering 256 4.3

4 4 Luca de Meo Renault 229 3.3

5 5 Patrick Pouyanné TotalEnergies 158 1.5

6 3 Guillaume Faury Airbus 105 3.2

7 9 Alexandre Bompard Carrefour 105 0.3

8 New CEO Slawomir Krupa Société Générale 101 1.4

9 37 Patrice Caine Thales 23 7.2

10 8 Nicolas Hieronimus L'Oréal 21 5.2

Bernard Arnault
LVMH

LVMH becoming a premium 
sponsor of the Paris 2024 
Olympics drove mentions of 
Mr Arnault in July. However, 
more than half of all coverage 
naming the CEO appeared in 
September, and concerned a 
French investigation into 
financial transactions 
between the luxury billionaire 
and a Russian oligarch.

A joint venture between 
Stellantis and a number of 
firms including BMW, General 
Motors and Mercedes was the 
chief story concerning Mr 
Tavares throughout Q3. The 
partnership aims to lower the 
production costs of electric 
vehicles, in order to make the 
consortium’s cars competitive 
with Chinese rivals and boost 
America’s EV adoption. 

Two stories were key drivers of 
the Kering CEO’s mentions. 
The first was the acquisition 
of a 30% stake in the Valentino 
fashion house from Qatar’s 
Mayhoola. Mr Pinault’s 
presence on the front row 
during Paris Fashion Week 
was noted in September 
coverage, being mentioned 
alongside Hollywood stars and 
frequently in relation to his 
wife, Salma Hayek. 

Carlos Tavares
Stellantis

François-Henri Pinault
Kering

Top Ten CEOs

Leading themes Prominent sectors
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France Spotlight
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Oliver Zipse
BMW

The extension of Mr Zipse’s
tenure as BMW CEO to 2026 –
in contradiction of the firm’s 
internal age limit – was a key 
source of media mentions, as 
were plans to sell self-driving 
luxury vehicles to German 
consumers by the end of 2023 
and pressure on the EU to help 
EV carmakers compete with 
subsidised Chinese rivals.

VW’s decision to scrap plans 
for a new German EV plant, 
opting to base its much-
heralded ‘Trinity’ project at 
existing sites, drove 
mentions of Mr Blume this 
quarter. The company’s wider 
EV strategy and the impact of 
cheap Chinese models on 
European manufacturers 
were also key issues 
featuring the CEO.

The launch of the $500 single-
use Adidas Adios Pro Evo 1 
running shoes, the sportswear 
company’s £900m kit deal 
extension with Manchester 
United FC  and continuing 
controversy over the firm’s 
Yeezy trainers were among the 
top stories which saw Mr 
Gulden appear in media 
reports throughout Q3.

Oliver Blume
Volkswagen Group/Porsche

Bjørn Gulden
Adidas

Top Ten CEOs

Leading themes Prominent sectors

Q3 Rank Q2 Rank CEO Company Media Mentions Impact Score

1 11 Oliver Zipse BMW 318 4.8

2 1 Oliver Blume Volkswagen Group 241 4.3

3 4 Bjørn Gulden Adidas 235 2.3

4 5 Christian Sewing Deutsche Bank 211 2.2

5 23 Bill Anderson Bayer 194 4.4

6 3 Armin Papperger Rheinmetall 158 5.5

7 12 Ola Källenius
Mercedes Benz 

Group 
150 5.2

8 2 Oliver Blume Porsche AG vz 147 4.5

9 6 Roland Busch Siemens 119 3.3

10 8 Christian Bruch Siemens Energy 103 4.0
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Innovation

Sustainability

992

424

392

297

208

189

182

176

Automotive

Pharmaceuticals & Healthcare

Banking & Finance

Retail & Fashion

Mining & Materials

Aerospace & Defence

Infrastructure

Energy & Utilities

Germany Spotlight
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Michael O'Leary
Ryanair

Outspoken airline mogul 
Michael O’Leary featured in a 
range of stories this quarter. 
Key issues included a 
reduction in planned winter 
flight schedules due to 
production delays for new 
Boeing aircraft and a slight 
tempering of predictions 
around the strength of the 
UK’s post-Covid travel boom.

For Mr O’Grady, a €1bn net H1 
profit announced in July was 
overshadowed by major IT 
outages a month later. In 
September, his appearance in 
front of the Oireachtas finance 
committee – alongside other 
Irish financial executives – 
saw Mr O’Grady defend both 
the bank’s unusually high 
profits and its handling of the 
technology meltdown. 

The CRH CEO’s £10m pay 
packet was the focus of media 
attention this quarter, with 
executive pay increases under 
scrutiny in the British and 
Irish media. The company 
completing its switch from 
the Irish stock exchange to a 
primary US listing at the close 
of the quarter also generated 
media mentions of the CEO.

Myles O’Grady
Bank of Ireland

Albert Manifold
CRH

Top Ten CEOs

Leading themes Prominent sectors

Q3 Rank Q2 Rank CEO Company Media Mentions Impact Score

1 1 Michael O'Leary Ryanair 562 -2.0

2 3 Myles O'Grady Bank of Ireland 53 1.5

3 10 Albert Manifold CRH 46 4.8

4 4 Siobhán Talbot Glanbia 30 3.9

5 9 Michael Stanley Cairn Homes 21 5.2

6 2 Colin Hunt Allied Irish Banks 21 0.1

7 12 Gene Murtagh Kingspan Group 20 5.3

8 5 Eamonn Crowley
Permanent TSB 

Group 
13 1.5

9 11 Stephen Garvey
Glenveagh 
Properties 

10 5.2

10
No Q2 

mentions Ger Rabbette Uniphar 8 8.6
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Perofrmance

Sustainability

Ireland Spotlight
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Andrea Orcel

UniCredit

Mr Orcel mostly appeared in 
news concerning UniCredit’s 
bumper quarterly results and 
the consequent lifting of the 
firm’s outlook for 2023, while 
its Russian business was 
subject to media scrutiny. 
Later in the quarter, he said an 
Italian windfall tax on banks 
was not expected to have an 
adverse impact on the group.

While quarterly profits fell, Eni 
beat analysis consensus with 
its quarterly results due to a 
strong gas business and 
announced plans to sell a 
minority stake in low-carbon 
unit Plenitude. Another key 
story included reports that the 
Eni CEO was ready to make 
new investments in Egypt 
worth $7.7m over four years.

Claudio Descalzi

Eni

Top Ten CEOs

Leading themes Prominent sectors

Mr Mazzoncini was prominent 
in coverage of Ambrosetti’s 
Cernobbio Forum, where the 
CEO presented data on the 
‘tropicalisation’ of the Italian 
climate and the need for 
€50bn of investment over 10 
years to overcome Italy’s 
drought issues. He was also 
mentioned in connection with 
sustainable infrastructure 
investments in Brescia.

Renato Mazzoncini
A2A

Q3 Rank Q2 Rank CEO Company Media Mentions Impact Score

1 4 Andrea Orcel UniCredit 91 4.5

2 1 Claudio Descalzi Eni 74 5.5

3 5 Carlo Messina Intesa Sanpaolo 74 3.6

4 8 Flavio Cattaneo Enel 68 2.3

5 21 Giuseppina di 
Foggia

Terna 58 4.3

6 10 Renato Mazzoncini A2A 51 7.5

7 14 Roberto Cingolani Leonardo 50 3.6

8 7 Benedetto Vigna Ferrari 39 5.8

9 17 Stefano Venier Snam 36 5.9

10 29 Remo Ruffini Moncler 26 7.1
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José María Álvarez-Pallete
Telefónica

The CEO’s ascent up the table 
this quarter was due to the 
controversial news that the 
Saudi Telecom Company had 
acquired a 10% stake to become 
Telefónica’s largest shareholder. 
A visit by Mr Álvarez-Pallete to 
STC’s Saudi Arabian HQ and the 
Spanish Government’s security 
concerns around the deal were 
highlighted in coverage.

Mentions of Repsol’s CEO 
covered the company’s H1 
results (down 44% y-o-y 
following the normalisation of 
energy prices), his calls for 
greater ambition in biogas 
development, criticism of EU 
regulation, Repsol’s entry into 
the US onshore wind market 
and a €575m EIB loan granted 
to fund the firm’s renewable 
projects in Spain. 
 

Mentions of the Indra CEO 
were largely due to a stellar 
performance in defence. A 
historic order book of €6.8bn 
and increased sales saw the 
division become the driving 
force behind Indra’s strong 
recent financials. Key defence 
acquisitions – a 30% share in 
Epicom and 9.5% of ITP Aero – 
were also prominent in 
coverage this quarter.

Josu Jon Imaz
Repsol

José Vicente de los Mozos
Indra

Top Ten CEOs

Leading themes Prominent sectors

Q3 Rank Q2 Rank CEO Company Media Mentions Impact Score

1 14 José María 
Álvarez- Pallete

Telefónica 211 5.5

2 1 Josu Jon Imaz Repsol 79 3.5

3 5 José Vicente 
de los Mozos

Indra 68 6.7

4 4 Florentino Pérez ACS 64 3.8

5 3 José Bogas Gálvez Endesa 49 3.7

6 8 María Dolores 
Dancausa

Bankinter 48 4.1

7 10 Manuel Menendez Unicaja Banco 46 4.1

8 6 Héctor Grisi Santander 35 2.7

9 22 Marco Patuano Cellnex Telecom 35 0.8

10 12 Antonio Huertas Mapfre 32 0.2
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Spain Spotlight
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Sergio Ermotti
UBS Group

The merger with Credit Suisse 
continued to dominate media 
discussion of Mr Ermotti, as 
UBS embarked on a $10bn 
cost-cutting program, planned 
3,000 job cuts and reported a 
record-breaking $29bn profit. 
In September, the CEO told 
delegates at the Annual 
Financials conference that the 
bank’s “momentum was 
pretty positive”.

The sudden and unexplained 
departure of Mr Ruffieux –
Lonza’s third CEO in four years 
– announced in September 
was seen as another major 
headache for the embattled 
life sciences giant. Chairman 
Albert Baehny took over CEO 
responsibilities on an interim 
basis, the second time he has 
done so since 2020.

ABB’s CEO was most 
prominent regarding the 
engineering group’s $280m 
investment in a new Swedish 
robotics factory, as companies 
shift production footprints out 
of China. The CEO noted later 
in the quarter that the 
company was “disappointed” 
with the current state of the 
Chinese market.

Pierre-Alain Ruffieux
Lonza

Björn Rosengren
ABB

Top Ten CEOs

Leading themes Prominent sectors

Q3 Rank Q2 Rank CEO Company Media Mentions Impact Score

1 1 Sergio Ermotti UBS Group 457 3.5

2 19 Pierre-Alain 
Ruffieux

Lonza 58 5.9

3 8 Björn Rosengren ABB 37 2.1

4 4 Thomas Schinecker Roche GS 35 2.3

5 11 Vasant Narasimhan Novartis 27 2.2

6 5 Christian 
Mumenthaler

Swiss Re 15 3.7

7 6 Jan Jenisch Holcim 14 3.0

8 9 Patrick Frost Swiss Life 12 5.4

9 16 David Layton Partners Group 11 5.7

10 14 Mario Greco Zurich Insurance 11 3.9
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170
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Mark Zuckerberg
Meta

Pulling well ahead of rival Elon 
Musk this quarter, the Meta 
CEO’s mentions continued to 
be intertwined with the X 
(formally Twitter) owner, with 
the launch of Threads a key 
driver. Controversy over 
alleged censorship around 
Covid-19 Facebook posts also 
weighed heavily, with 
Republicans seeking to hold 
the tech leader in contempt.

Falling to second place by 
media mentions, the divisive 
Tesla CEO was named in 
reports around unscrupulous 
business tactics – Tesla driver 
displays overestimating 
mileage and ‘diversion teams’ 
designed to deter customers 
visiting maintenance centres 
– as well as scepticism around 
the much-hyped Cybertruck, 
among other topics. 

There were many headwinds 
facing the Disney CEO this 
quarter, most prominently the 
long-running Hollywood 
writers’ strikes. Other key 
stories concerning Mr Iger 
were disappointing share 
price performance, calls for a 
break-up of the company, the 
future of ESPN and an ongoing 
dispute with Republican 
politician Ron DeSantis.

Elon Musk
Tesla

Bob Iger
Disney

Top Ten CEOs

Leading themes Prominent sectors

Q3 Rank Q2 Rank CEO Company Media Mentions Impact Score

1 2 Mark Zuckerberg Meta 3,105 2.8

2 1 Elon Musk Tesla 1,414 3.6

3 6 Bob Iger Walt Disney 1,342 1.1

4 3 Tim Cook Apple 962 4.5

5 4 Warren Buffett
Berkshire 
Hathaway 

511 4.6

6 7 Satya Nadella Microsoft 432 4.8

7 8 Sundar Pichai Alphabet 414 3.6

8 9 Andy Jassy Amazon 388 3.1

9 11 James Farley Ford Motor 378 3.9

10 5 Jamie Dimon JPMorgan Chase 370 -0.3

7,406

6,836

5,152

3,787

1,273

Innovation

Leadership

Regulation
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Sustainability
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Trend

Leading CEO themes Share of voice by country

Efforts by the EU and US to challenge the dominance of Chinese firms in the EV market were 
a central component of Automotive CEO coverage this quarter, with the EU Commission 
President announcing an anti-subsidy probe. Elsewhere, carmakers including BMW, GM and 
Stellantis announced a $1bn investment in US fast-charging infrastructure, while Stellantis
and Volkswagen confirmed new EV battery plants planned in Canada. 

Italy
2%

Germany
26%

UK
1%

France
15%

US
56%

Leading CEOs in Automotive

Sector
Rank

CEO Company Location
Media 

Mentions
Impact 
Score

Global 
Rank

1 Elon Musk Tesla US 1,414 3.6 2

2 James Farley Ford Motor US 378 3.9 12

3 Carlos Tavares Stellantis France 346 3.2 16

4 Oliver Zipse BMW Germany 318 4.8 18

5 Mary T. Barra General Motors US 284 2.8 19

6 Oliver Blume Volkswagen Group Germany 241 4.3 21

7 Luca de Meo Renault France 229 3.3 23

8 Ola Källenius Mercedes Benz Group Germany 150 5.2 31

1,432
1,287

1,887
1,514 1,277

782

1,686

0
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1,466 
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Leadership
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Regulation
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Sustainability

Sector Spotlight: Automotive
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Trend

Leading CEO sectors Share of voice by country

US Technology CEOs were most prominent in terms of Regulation mentions, with the political 
debate around social media censorship and competition law both key factors. In contrast, a 
federal lawsuit citing racial discrimination at Tesla and the fallout from the NatWest 
‘debanking’ scandal in the UK were specific to Elon Musk and Alison Rose respectively. 

US
51%

Switzerland
3%

UK
15%

Spain
4%

Germany
12%

Italy
4%

France
7%

Ireland
4%

Leading CEOs on Regulation

Sector
Rank

CEO Company Location
Theme 

Mentions
CEO Impact 

Score
Global 
Rank

1 Mark Zuckerberg Meta US 1,393 2.8 1

2 Bob Iger Walt Disney US 556 1.1 3

3 Elon Musk Tesla US 531 3.6 2

4 Tim Cook Apple US 460 4.5 4

5 Michael O'Leary Ryanair Ireland 332 -2.0 5

6 Sundar Pichai Alphabet US 293 3.6 10

7 Alison Rose NatWest Group UK 281 -3.1 15

8 Satya Nadella Microsoft US 246 4.8 9
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