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When knowledge really matters 
Siemens engineers in Newcastle to refurbish one of  

the world’s largest generators ever made 
 

• Siemens Energy Service Fossil in Newcastle to refurbish Bruce Power’s  

865 MW Generator Rotor, the largest in the Parson’s Fleet 

• Siemens to offer comprehensive generator rotor refurbishment services to 

Bruce Power to support its power plant in Ontario 

• Generator was made in the 1960s at Charles Parsons’ Works in Newcastle 

owned by Siemens since 1997 

• Siemens has unique knowledge, capability and expertise to undertake a  

complete refurbishment on site at its Energy Service Fossil facility in Newcastle 

 

Siemens Energy Service Fossil in Newcastle has been selected by Bruce Power, 

one of Canada’s leading power plant operators, to refurbish one of the world’s  

largest generators. The generator was originally manufactured at Charles Parsons 

works in Newcastle upon Tyne in the 1960s. Siemens is in a unique position to offer 

this support, providing the critical link between the past and present in generator 

service and maintenance capability. Siemens still runs its service business from the 

same site providing services for the global Parsons turbine fleet and power  

generation services worldwide.  Siemens also manages its wind turbine service 

business from the Newcastle site, a development which reflects the changing nature 

of the energy landscape in the UK. 

 

The 16 metre long 865MW generator which weighs approximately160 tonnes  

arrived on Thursday, 21 March from Nova Scotia via Antwerp, Belgium where the 

rotor was transferred from the Atlantic Companion Vessel on to a coastal vessel 

then shipped to Newcastle upon Tyne. The generator then made its journey to the 
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Shields Road C.A. Parsons works facility.    

 

Siemens Energy Service Fossil specialists will carry out the refurbishment upgrade 

over the next nine months. Siemens will refurbish the generator rotor body and carry 

out a full refurbishment programme using new major key components to provide 

Bruce Power with a strategic spare for their station. The workscope will include  

engineering, testing, manufacture, assembly and balancing to meet the required  

Quality Standards and requirements of Bruce Power.   

 

The work will be carried out by a team of engineers and service specialists at  

Siemens Energy Service Fossil facility, which has the full capability to overhaul  

Parsons and Siemens generators and turbines. The Newcastle facility offers the full 

range of manufacturing, refurbishment and testing services and includes four clean 

condition enclosures complete with retractable roofs, filtered air supply and powered 

rollers. Equally importantly Siemens has the knowledge, expertise and people that 

can undertake these critical tasks. Such technical knowledge and experience which 

is actively cultivated, preserved and passed on by the business makes Siemens 

unique in its ability to refurbish a machine of this age and design.  

 

Siemens has invested heavily in skills and training for its employees and knowledge 

management and documentation processes to ensure that this technical expertise is 

retained within the business and passed on to the next generation of Siemens  

service engineers. Siemens has invested in a £9 million service training centre at its 

Newcastle site which provides on-site training (and refresher training) for its 1,200 

plus employees working on fossil and renewables service projects. The Integrated 

Training Centre which has been open since 2008 has been much praised by  

ministers, including Lord Willis, Nick Clegg, Vince Cable, Chuka Umunna as well as 

local MPs such as Chi Onwurah and skills organisations like the Engineering  

Employers Federation (EEF). 

 

Graham Hartley, Siemens Energy Service Managing Director said: “We are  

delighted to be undertaking this important work for Bruce Power.  We have made  

significant investments in our facilities and in our people over the last two decades 

to develop what is a world-class energy service business in Newcastle.  Keeping our 

focus on each customer’s unique needs, with an emphasis on quality and safety, 
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has solidified this world-class reputation and is a testament to the work our skilled 

employees perform each and every day.   

 

The project is targeted for completion in December 2013.  

 

-ENDS- 

 
Contact for journalists: 
Siemens plc 

Rachel Odams, tel: 07808 824209 

E-mail: rachel.odams@siemens.com 

 

For further information and press pictures, please see: www.siemens.co.uk/press 

Follow us on Twitter at: www.twitter.com/siemensuknews 

 
The Siemens Energy Sector is the world’s leading supplier of a broad spectrum of products, services and solutions 

for power generation in thermal power plants and using renewables, power transmission in grids and for the extrac-

tion, processing and transport of oil and gas. In fiscal 2012 (ended September 30), the Energy Sector had revenues 

of EUR27.5 billion and received new orders totaling approximately EUR26.9 billion and posted a profit of EUR2.2 

billion. On September 30, 2012, the Energy Sector had a work force of almost 86,000. Further information is avail-

able at: www.siemens.com/energy. 

 

 


