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House of Lords beats House of Commons on the Thames 

 

For the first time since 2008, the House of Lords Parliamentary rowing crew 

emerged victorious in the Siemens-sponsored Parliamentary Boat Race held on 

the Thames today outside the Houses of Parliament.  

 

This year, after three years of Lord’s being beaten by the younger Commons crew 

a British Rowing handicap start was instigated to make the race more competitive.  

The Lord’s crew, stroked  by Deputy High Court Judge Lord Thomas of Gresford 

OBE QC, amounts to an impressive 469 total years averaging 59 years per crew-

member compared to the Commons boat with an average age of 49 years. 

 

The event started in surprisingly dry weather conditions with an impressive row 

past by the Company of Watermen and Lightermen in a traditional shallop crewed 

by watermen in their scarlet uniforms.  

 

London Youth Rowing, an inner London sports initiative encouraging young 

people to experience the sport of rowing raced first followed by Thames Rowing 

Club versus Vesta Rowing Club women’s race and London Rowing Club versus 

Molesey Boat Club Men’s race, the event culminated with the House of Lords 

versus House of Commons race. 

 

As part of the event, Roland Aurich, the CEO of Siemens plc made donations to 

Paul Ludwig for The Royal Benevolent and Education Fund for Watermen and 
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Lightermen, which provides financial assistance to apprentice watermen on the 

River Thames and to James Beeby, for the Stroke Association, which is dedicated 

to the prevention and treatment of strokes, the UK’s third biggest killer. 

 

Ends 
 
Notes to editors: 
    
House of Lords Crew 
   
The Lord Addington                                                      
The Lord Bilimoria CBE, DL                                            
The Viscount Goschen                                                    
The Lord St John of Bletso 
The Earl of Courtown                                                   
The Lord Lucas of Crudwell and Dingwall     
The Lord Phillips of Sudbury OBE                               
The Lord Thomas of Gresford OBE QC                     
    
House of Commons Crew 
 
Edward Leigh MP                                                                
Dan Byles MP                                                                    
Dr Matthew Offord  MP                                                   
Claire Perry MP                                                                  
Eric Joyce MP                                                                  
George Freeman MP                                                      
John Hemming                                                                                   
Patrick Mercer OBE, MP 
 
About Siemens in the UK: 
Siemens was established in the United Kingdom 169 years ago and now employs 12,972 people 
in the UK. Last year’s revenues were £4.4 billion*. As a leading global engineering and 
technology services company, Siemens provides innovative solutions to help tackle the world’s 
major challenges, across the key sectors of energy, industry, infrastructure & cities and 
healthcare. Siemens has offices and factories throughout the UK, with its headquarters in 
Frimley, Surrey. The company’s global headquarters is in Munich, Germany. For more 
information, visit www.siemens.co.uk 
 
* Data includes intercompany revenue. Data may not be comparable with revenue reported in 
annual or interim reports. 
 
 
For more information, contact: 
Silke Thomson, PR Manager, Siemens plc, tel: 07808 822 780 
Email : silke.thomson-pottebohm@siemens.com 

http://www.siemens.co.uk/
mailto:silke.thomson-pottebohm@siemens.com

