
Home Affairs Questions – Monday 29 July 

As well as taking questions on VAWG, Home Office Ministers answered questions on: 

Youth Violence 

• The Policing Minister told MPs that HMG will introduce legislation to remove dangerous 

knives from our streets, and will tackle online knife sales with new sanctions for technology 

executives whose companies fail to obey the law. The new Young Futures programme will 

prevent teenagers from being drawn into violence by bringing services together around 

them to ensure that they stay on the right path.  

• Asked about the causes of youth violence, the Policing Minister said “Tackling serious 

violence and halving knife crime is a core part of our safer streets mission, but to be 

successful it will require action across Whitehall and with all partners including police, 

probation youth services, technology companies, charities and community organisations.“  

Retail Crime 

• Home Office Minister Seema Malhotra said levels of violence and abuse towards retail 

workers are “unacceptably high” and told MPs that HMG will bring in a new offence of 

assaulting a retail worker, and end the effective immunity for shoplifting of goods below 

£200. 

• The Minister welcomed the operational commitments made by the police in the retail crime 

action plan, and the commitment from police across England and Wales to prioritise 

attendance where violence has been used towards shop staff.  

Antisocial Behaviour 

• The Policing Minister told MPs that HMG have made tackling antisocial behaviour a top 

priority. She said they will restore neighbourhood policing, “putting bobbies back on the 

beat in every corner of the country”, and will introduce new respect orders so that they 

police can get repeat offenders off the streets.  

• The Minister said police will have powers to crack down o the antisocial use of dangerous 

and deafening off-road bikes, so that they can be seized and destroyed far more swiftly.  

• The Minister told MPs that the powers in the Anti-social Behaviour, Crime and Policing Act 

2014 actually weakened the response to antisocial behaviour, and “for far too long the 

Conservatives wrote this off as just low-level crime”.  

Live Facial Recognition Surveillance 

• Asked about the potential merits of brining forward legislative proposals to protect the right 

to privacy from live facial recognition (LFR) surveillance, Home Office Minister Dan Jarvis 

said HMG will give careful consideration to the overall impact of all new policing 

technology.  

• When pressed by Kim Johnson (L, Liverpool Riverside) that LFR technology breaches 

human rights and discriminates disproportionately against black people, the Minister said 

that the National Physical Laboratory has independently tested the algorithms that the 

police have been using in LFR cases and has found them to be highly accurate. It found 

no statistically significant differences based on ethnicity at the settings the police generally 

use. 
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