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Railwayman signals end of 47-year career in Scotland 

• Avanti West Coast’s Fleet Interface Engineer, Gerry Bowie, retires after 47 years 

• His railway career, which began aged 16 in 1978, saw him hold many roles across 

Scotland  

• Family and colleagues gathered at Glasgow Central to bid Gerry a fond farewell  

An Avanti West Coast employee who started his career on the tracks aged just 16 has 

marked his last working day on the railway after clocking up 47 years’ service in Scotland.  

Gerry Bowie, Fleet Interface Engineer at Avanti West Coast, who lives in Gourock, 

checked Pendolino trains at Glasgow for the last time ensuring they were safe and reliable 

for passenger service before his retirement.   

Family and colleagues gathered at Glasgow Central station to celebrate his achievement 

and wish him well – with a congratulatory message displayed on the departure board.  

After leaving school, Gerry, who was too young to follow in his dad’s footsteps at Clyde 

Shipyard, applied for a railway apprenticeship.  

He was part of a group of 60 apprentices who joined British Rail Engineering Limited 

(BREL) Glasgow’s Springburn Works – a manufacturing and maintenance facility. It was 

here he began his railway career on 7 August 1978 – when John Travolta’s and Olivia 

Newton-John’s ‘You’re The One That I Want’ from the musical Grease was top of the UK’s 

charts.   

After turning aged 18, Gerry could have joined the shipyard but was happy on the railway 

and chose to remain at Springburn. In 1983, he took a job at Grangemouth depot, where 

he worked on diesel locomotives.  

For the next 30 years, Gerry held many roles maintaining various traction types at 

locations including Eastfield, Glasgow Central and Polmadie. Some highlights include 

opening parts of Polmadie depot, preparing for Voyager trains and helping apprentices.  

In 2013, he joined Glasgow Subway - the world’s third oldest underground railway - as a 

Service Delivery Manager for rolling stock.  



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Gerry returned to the West Coast Main Line in 2016 as a Route Support Engineer – a role 

he held for nearly nine years before his current job. He was responsible for improving, 

identifying and managing engineering performance on the route between London and 

Scotland – ensuring the fleet ran as efficiently and reliably as possible. It was his favourite 

role as he felt he was making a contribution.  

Throughout his career, Gerry has remained in Scotland, and the West Coast Main Line is 

particularly special to him, as the many depots he worked at had a connection to it. The 

people, teamwork, and history of Britain’s railway is what Gerry loved most and gave him a 

sense of pride.   

Gerry’s fondest memory was the hand back of the Mk3 (British Rail Mark 3) fleet before 

the launch of the Pendolino trains.  

Speaking about his 47 years’ service, Gerry said: “I’ve come a long way from the spotty 

teenager outside the gate of Springburn waiting to embark on my railway career. The 

railway has been my whole life and working with great people has kept me motivated. It’s 

been quite the journey with many highs that I’ll remember fondly. I’ve met many 

incredibly talented people and who have helped me and shaped my career. For that, I’m 

eternally grateful. I would like to wish my colleagues good health, good luck and 

continued success.”  

Dean Duthie, Engineering and Infrastructure Director at Avanti West Coast, said: “On 

behalf of Avanti West Coast, I’d like to congratulate Gerry on his 47 years of service and 

thank him for all he has done for colleagues and customers. Gerry is a well-loved member 

of the team who brings humour, support, and a can-do attitude in abundance. He’ll be 

sorely missed. We wish Gerry all the best for his retirement.” 

Irene Pacheco, Pendolino Contract Production Manager at Avanti West Coast, said: “It has 

been a pleasure working with Gerry. He is a great laugh and has an impeccable work ethic. 

Gerry is always willing to help anyone, attend depots to make sure everything is done 

properly or give advice to the team conducting the work. We’ll miss Gerry and wish him a 

happy retirement.” 
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Avanti West Coast, operator of intercity rail services on the West Coast Main Line, is a joint venture 

between FirstGroup and Trenitalia, delivering a cleaner, greener railway that drives the West Coast 

forward. Avanti West Coast serves key UK cities, including London, Birmingham, Manchester, 

Liverpool, Glasgow as well as North Wales. 

We’re on a mission to be the transport of choice – connecting customers and communities along 

the West Coast. Our award-winning Pendolino refurbishment programme transformed the UK’s 

hardest working fleet with all 56 of the iconic trains providing best-in-class comfort.  

Our Evero fleet, which offers more seats, improved comfort, and a substantial cut to carbon 

emissions, was introduced in June 2024 and is the result of a £350m investment in sustainable 

travel. Built by Hitachi, the 23-strong fleet, consisting of 10 seven-carriage electric trains and 13 

five-carriage bi-modes, serves routes from London to the Midlands, Chester, North Wales and the 

North West.  

We want to make a positive difference to the people and places we serve – helping to drive 

economic growth, green travel, and break down barriers. Our efforts to contribute to society and 

enable people to benefit from the opportunities rail offers through purpose-led initiatives including 

Feel Good Field Trips and award-winning female driver recruitment campaign has seen us create 

over £1billion in social value impact.  

We’re tackling climate change wherever we can, from reducing energy and water use to training 

drivers in eco-driving techniques and sourcing food and drink from local suppliers. Our goal is to be 

net zero carbon by 2031. We’re on track. 

For the latest news, visit the Avanti West Coast Media 

Centre: https://newsdesk.avantiwestcoast.co.uk/ 

Press Office: 0845 000 3333 

 

https://newsdesk.avantiwestcoast.co.uk/

